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Don’t Be Surprised





INTRO:  Isn’t it funny how obvious things can surprise people?  People go out and buy a car they can’t afford, and then it gets repossessed.  It happens all the time to drunk drivers who never intended to hit somebody, and they’re surprised when it happens.  A friend of mine was driving through town once, doing about 45 in a 35 mph zone…I mentioned that she might want to pay attention to the speed limit signs, and she started explaining about how those are really more like a suggested retail price…just a starting point, but it can go up from there…boy was she surprised when the flashing red and blue came on behind her.








I.  THE CONTRAST [1John 3:11-12]


	A.  The message from the beginning:


	B.  Cain’s example [Gen 4:1f]


	C.  Cain’s reasoning [Gen 4:7]


	


II.  THE CONCLUSION [1John 3:13]


	A. Don’t be like the world [Rom 12:1-2]			•


	B.  Don’t be surprised when the world hates you [Jn 15:18-19]





III.  THE ASSURANCE [1John 3:14-15]


	A.  We know that we have life if we:


	B.  We know that we dwell in death if we:


	C.  What does it take to love?





CONC:  You’ve only got two choices…become more and more like Christ…or become more and more like Cain and the rest of the world: full of anger, pride, jealousy, covetousness, greed.  Choose Christ.  Choose to live like you want to go to heaven.  Give God a reason to pick you.  And don’t be surprised if the whole world hates you for it.  But, go on loving people and loving God anyway.




































































How is God going to pick you out from all the other people in this world if you don’t look any different?  It’s like those press conferences where every journalist is waving their hand, calling for the speaker to take their question…it’s just chaos for those few seconds until someone is selected.  God has plenty of people to pick from…how is He going to choose you if you are no different than every one else?  Why would He choose you if you are acting like those who reject Him?








