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GOD’S DEFINITION OF LOVE





INTRO:  Think about this for a minute: what do you mean when you say, “I love you.”							       •





I.  POWERFUL LOVE [1John 3:16]


	A.  Jesus said it. [John 15:13]


	B.  Jesus did it. [John 19:17-18]


	C.  We should be ready to do the same.


	


II.  PRACTICAL LOVE [1John 3:17]


	A.  Recognize needs.


	B.  Fulfill needs.


	C.  God does not love those who do not love. [James 2:14-17]





III.  PERFECT LOVE [1John 3:18]


	A.  All the feelings in the world do not make it love.


		1.  Feelings are important.			       •


		2.  Christ didn’t die simply out of obedience.	   


	B.  Faith without works is dead; same goes for love.


	C.  Love comes down to: what are you willing to do?





CONC:  





What do you intend to communicate to the person you say that to?  What does it mean for you parents who say it to your children?  I think only of your best interests.  I would do anything for you.  Does it take on a different meaning when you say it to someone else?  I like you a lot.  I would do a lot of things for you, though not everything.  What about when you speak of loving your neighbor or even your enemy?  Does it change again?  I don’t like you, but if you showed up on my doorstep bleeding to death I would at least call an ambulance rather than let you die.


   What do you think God’s definition of love is, and do you think He intended for it vary so much in these different circumstances?  

















A wife usually knows the difference pretty well.  She knows the difference between a gift given because it’s her birthday and a gift given on her birthday because her husband loves her.  The same gift given on the same day by the same person can mean something totally different depending on the feelings of the giver.  It could be seen as an attempt to buy love, or as an act of love.








