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HAVE YOU MET THE ANTICHRIST?





INTRO:  Stephen King’s The Stand, TV show Revelations, Left Behind books and movies…The Antichrist





I.  Unmasking the Antichrist


	A.  Term only found in 1John 2:18-19,22; 4:3; 2John 7


	B.  Mystery demon or something else?


		1.  Plural [1John 218]


		2.  Antichrist simply means against or contrary to Christ


		3.  Existed when John was writing


	C.  Those who deny…


		1.  that Jesus is the Christ [1Jn 2:22-23]


		2.  that Jesus came in the flesh [2Jn 7]


		3.  Christ by teaching or lifestyle [2Pt 3:3]


	


II.  Choosing a Side						        i


	A.  “They went out from us”


	B.  Unity through the word of Christ [John 17:17-21]	        i


	C.  Know that you have eternal life: confess Christ [1Jn 2:23]





CONC:  Stand for Christ…He will stand for you. 





Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 


						Matt 10:32





























In WWII, Winston Churchill got news that the Allied forces had figured out the Nazi code, and that the Germans were planning to bomb Coventry, England.  He could have warned the people that the attack was coming, but this would have let the Germans know that the code had been broken.  Instead, he made the difficult choice to allow the attack to continue with no warning in order to save more lives in the future by intercepting German transmissions and using the code.


We may have to face difficult choices as Christians.  Choosing Christ over friends and family is difficult, but necessary.  Choosing to remain faithful to Christ’s word when others want things to change is also difficult.  But, this is what John is addressing, and he tells us that it is necessary.








Imagine tuning 100 pianos in 100 different places without any tuning aid.  Each piano could be in tune with itself, but it is unlikely that the tuning of all 100 pianos would match.  But, if you took a single tuning fork and tuned all 100 pianos, then all of those pianos would be in tune with each other.  This is the kind of unity that Christ has in mind for His church.  If every Christian simply answers to Christ’s word, rather than their own opinions, then every Christian will be in unity with every other Christian.  Unity doesn’t come by disregarding differences, but by following Christ.








