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HOPE FOR BELIEVERS





INTRO:  One of my brother’s favorite sayings: “I didn’t mean to”     (











1John 5:16-17


I.  Sin that does not lead to death


	A.  The consequences of sin [Romans 6:23]


	B.  Hope for believers [Romans 6:24; 1John 1:7]


	C.  Give your heart to God [Mark 12:30]


	





II.  Sin that leads to death


	A.  A Christian can die spiritually [2Peter 2:20]


	B.  Sins of rebellion [Hebrews 10:26-27; Numbers 15:27-31]


	C.  Keep your heart with God [2Corinthians 11:3]	     (








III.  What does this mean for us?


	A.  We need to pray for one another (per John’s instructions)


	B.  We need to correct and encourage one another


	C.  We need to examine our own hearts





CONC:  Examine your heart today…right now.  Is your heart with God?  Is your life’s goal to serve God, and nothing else?  Is there sin in your life that is telling God that you don’t really want to serve Him?





He especially liked to recite this over and over as my mom or dad pulled him by the arm toward the nearest bathroom or bedroom to help remind him never to do it again, even if he didn’t mean to.


So, he wasn’t exactly truthful when he said it…still, “I didn’t mean to” is a somewhat acceptable defense today, at least in everyday life.  You recognize that there is a difference between someone who accidentally dents your car door, and someone who takes a hammer to it.


God makes similar judgments in the life of a Christian…He recognizes a difference between unintentional slip-ups, and rebellious disobedience.  Both have consequences, and both are sins, but God easily and regularly forgives one and not the other.











Generally you can forgive any number of offenses as long as you know that the person who hurt you loves you and really wants the best for you.  This is the only way marriages really last, isn’t it?   God looks at things in very much the same way.  He can forgive any number of sins when he knows that the one who commits the sins really loves Him, really has a heart set on serving Him.  So, to stay forgiven your heart must be with God.








