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ONE WHO CAN HELP





INTRO:  James Garfield as president of a University….		       ~





I.  SIN NO MORE [1John 2:1a]


	A.  Not freedom to sin [Rom 6:1-4]


B.  Freedom from sin [Gal 5:1; Heb 12:1-2]


	C.  Jesus’ blood is powerful…but not guaranteed no matter what


	


II.  IF YOU DO SIN [1John 2:1b-2]  


	A.  Advocate – Paraclete, one called along side


	B.  With or toward the Father…compared to HS in Jn 14,15,16


	C.  Propitiation – satisfactory payment for our sins





III.  KNOWING YOUR ADVOCATE [1John 2:3-6]		       ~


A. Know, present, that you have come to know Him…�     in other words…how do you know you have this advocate? 


	B.  Walk like Jesus…perfect


		1.  Matt 5:48


		2.  Deut 30:11-14


3.  Matt 11:29


	C.  If, in your strive for perfection you stumble, Jesus is there


		1.  Remember what John said about confession


2.  There is no hiding from God…admit what He already knows: you need cleansing





CONC:  











Before becoming president of the US…had a father of one of the university students come to him requesting that his son be exempt from some of the required courses so that he could get through school faster…Mr. Garfield replied by saying something like, “Well, that depends on whether you want your son to be a squash or an oak.  God takes only a few months to make a squash, but he takes years to make an oak.”



































You may not have a good idea about your car warranty…whether it has expired; what it covers…you may not have your health insurance benefits and restrictions memorized… you may not keep up with any of these until you need them… but, you need to understand what Christ does and does not do for you, because, according to John, you do need Him...always. [reference 1Jn 1:-10]


John is trying to explain to us what Christ does for us, and what is required of us…I know Christ cleanses, but how do I know that Christ is MY advocate?  How do I know that Christ is the payment for MY sins?








