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STILL CLEAN





INTRO:  Larry preaching manuscript style to Ed because of Dwight.





We are being pulled in opposite directions…when it comes to discussing grace, faith, and obedience, there are those who say you can only have a relationship with God if you maintain sinless perfection, and anytime you sin you break fellowship with God…there are those who say that it doesn’t matter what you do, once you are saved there is no way you can lose your relationship with God.





I.  GOD IS LIGHT [1John 1:5-6]


A.  Einstein defined darkness as the absence of light…John says God is the absence of darkness.


B.  Father of lights…no change [Jas 1:17]


	C.  Let light shine = do good [Mt 5]


		


II.  CONTINUED CLEANSING [1John 1:7]


	A.  Continued cleansing for those already forgiven [1Jn 2:12]


	B.  Those perfected are being sanctified [Heb 10:14]


	C.  Not sinless perfection [Rom 7:21-8:2]		       I





III.  CONFESS YOUR SINS [1John 1:8-10]


	A.  If we say we have no sin…current


	B.  Confess –  lit. “same word” or “to say the same thing”


	C.  If we say we have not sinned, God says differently





CONC:  Do you struggle with temptation?  Do you still sin?  I know you do.  We all do.  How do I know?  The Bible says so.  Your only option is to admit you have sinned and resolve to sin no more.  Set your heart on pleasing God, walking in the light, and you will discover two things: that you are more likely to be obedient when your heart is set on serving God, and that God will cleanse you of those lapses in judgment, those occasional sins that still threaten to interrupt your walk.


   Of course, the cleansing of Jesus’ blood is only available to those who are in Christ…and the only way you can be in Christ, according to the Bible, is by making a commitment to trust and follow Him, and showing that commitment by being immersed.


















































Driving along on hwy, 65 mph speed limit, check your speedometer, it says 65…then you start talking to your friends in the car, start looking at the sights…then a police car pulls up behind you with his lights on.  He pulls you over, says he clocked you doing 78…Uh oh…a lapse in your attention, and you slipped up and over the speed limit… You explain this to the officer, promise to keep it under 65, and he lets you off with a warning.  The officer could have given you a ticket; you broke the law…but he showed a little mercy.  I think this is how God works in our lives.  You are going along through life, and suddenly you realize that the way you’ve been talking is not pleasing to God, those people you’ve been hanging out are not the kind God wants you spending so much time with…you realize you’ve been wrong.  A momentary lapse of judgment, or a way off life that has been contrary to God’s will.  What do you do?  Admit you’ve been wrong, resolve to correct the problem, and rely on God’s mercy.  If you maintain this desire, and intent to please God, even though you might slip up and sin now and then, God promises cleansing…your fellowship with God will not be broken…not to say it can’t be broken…John says that it can in 1John 5…But here he says Christ’s blood will cleanse while you are walking in the light.








