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THE ASSURANCE OF A CLEAN HEART





INTRO:  A young boy became excessively fearful during the great New York blackout of 1977. When his parents questioned their son, he confessed that at the exact moment the lights went out, he had kicked a power line pole. As darkness engulfed the city, he thought he was to blame and would be punished.


We can have the same problem…a guilty heart.  John addresses the problem of perpetual guilt, and he gives us a two-part.





I.  GOD IS GREATER THAN YOUR HEART [1John 3:19-20]


	A.  By this we have confidence: _____________________


	B.  A guilty conscience is no match for God’s mercy


[1Cor 4:3-5]


II.  A CLEAN HEART IS A CONFIDENT HEART [1John 3:21-22]


A.  Double the confidence 


	B.  Confidence in prayer [James 2:5-8; Isa 59:1-2]


III.  AN OBEDIENT HEART IS A CLEAN HEART [1John 3:23-24]


The antagonism between life and conscience may be removed in two ways: by a change of life or by a change of conscience. Leo Tolstoy





A.  Believe in Jesus’ name [Php 2:9-11]


	B.  Love one another


CONC:  Are you living in guilt?  God does not intend for you to live like that.  Get out of the rut of guilt by doing two things: let God be the Judge…and, keep a clean conscience by living obediently.














