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WHO IS YOUR FATHER?





INTRO:  Radio broadcast of War of the Worlds 1938		      • 


One of the greatest lies that Satan pulled off among Christians:


	You will be saved no matter what you do.  And Christians want to believe it…that no matter what kind of life they live, if they have been “saved” they will be forgiven.  But, look at what John says about how to know that we have eternal life. 1John 3:4-10





I.  Sin is Lawlessness [1John 3:4-6]


	A.  Practice of sinning (compared to 1John 1:7)


	B.  Sin is Lawlessness, Lawlessness is Rebellion


	C.  No one who practices sin knows God


	


II.  Sin is of the Devil [1John 3:7-9]


A.  Simple equation: �       righteousness = godliness    sinfulness = devilishness


B.  God and Satan are enemies: pick a side		      •


C.  No one who practices sin is a child of God





III.  Who Is Your Father? [1John 3:10]


	A.  It is evident:


	       Righteousness = godliness    sinfulness = devilishness


	B.  The rest of the equation:


[Your name] + [righteousness/sinfulness] = [child of God/child of Satan]





CONC:  It is simple and scary.  Are you practicing righteousness?  Or is there sin that has a hold in your life…habitual, settled practice that might be telling God that you don’t know Him, and you don’t really want to know Him, because if you did you would obey Him.  Forgiveness is there…Jesus blood is available…but only if you are striving to practice righteousness and stop practicing sin.





As the broadcast was airing, giving fictional but realistic reports of an alien invasion accompanied by flashes of light and poison gas, residents of Concrete, Washington witnessed a brilliant flash of light, and then their power and telephones went out.  Some gathered up their families to head for the hills, and others rushed out to with guns to defend the town.  It is reported that one man even jumped up and ran the 2 miles to town bare-foot, and another rushed to the gas station, filled up, and refused to pay, saying it “[wouldn't] make any difference, everyone is going to die!”  All because of a fictional broadcast, and a strange coincidence…it turned out that the town’s electrical substation suffered a short circuit that resulted in a flash of light and the power outage.











We have treaties among allies today…two or more nations agree to be on the same side, and to help one another in need.  If our ally, Great Britain, went to war, it would not be enough to simply stay out of it.  We are required to join in the fight on their side.  This is what God expects of us.  Do you want to be God’s ally?  You have one choice: stand up and fight for God.  Sitting back and doing nothing puts you just as much on Satan’s side as practicing sin.  John is not calling us just to stop sinning….but to start practicing righteousness.  








