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BROTHERLY AFFECTION – Christian Flowers





INTRO:  Flowers make plants beautiful.				I





I.  BROTHERLY LOVE…like each other AND love each other


A.  Rom 12:10 … devotion, preference, honor


B.  We talk of spiritual family…brothers/sisters


	1Cor 16:20; Gal 1:20; 4:28; Php 4:21


C.  Close enough to be called brothers and sisters 


1.  Relationship you develop with all Xians b/c what in common


2.  1Thess 4:9-10


	


II.  ENCOURAGEMENT FOR ONE ANOTHER


A.  What is God’s purpose for families? 


B.  Spiritual families?  1Thess 5:9-11


C.  See to it… Heb 12:15-17


Too many times personality clashes, disagreements, minor issues get between us.  Rather than “seeing to it” that no one is turned away or falls away, we “see to it” that we get our way, even at the expense of our spiritual family.





III.  AN EXAMPLE FOR THE WORLD


A.  Affection leads to sacrifice [1Pt 1:22]


B.  As fruit grows out of flowers, sacrificial love grows out of brotherly love.  Learning to serve by serving one another.  Learning to serve one another by learning to like one another.


C.  Results: John 13:35…let the world see our love





CONC:  How are you doing in this area?  Is there someone here this morning that you have had a disagreement with that was never resolved?  Does your personality clash with one of your brothers or sisters?  God asks us to overcome all of that and like each other so that we can love each other.  Build relationships with other Christians and resolve any conflicts you might have with other Christians.  Heb 13:1; Ps 133:1





Plants without flowers get kind of drab and boring…that’s why we have “flower beds,” and “flower pots”…because we like flowers.  Plants are ordinary, but flowering plants are beautiful.  Christians are the same.  You may be growing in every other way, but if you forget the brotherly love that is supposed to make Christianity so appealing then you are like a rose bush with no roses…nice, but it is sure difficult to overlook the thorns.


Flowers have another function, though.  Not just beautiful.  Flowers allow a plant to reproduce.  Flowers get pollinated, and then fruit grows out from that very spot.  Fruit provides food for animals and seeds that allow the plant to make more plants.  Brotherly love, in the same way, is appealing, but has a more important function.  It teaches sacrificial love, the kind of love that serves others, and it draws others to Christianity.  Our love for one another will appeal to the world, and help us do our job of spreading the gospel.








