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BRANCHING OUT





INTRO:  Judging a healthy plant…judging a healthy Christian	       (





I.  FAITH              SEED IS PLANTED


	Assumed…required to begin relationship


	Requires action…Heb 11 trusting God enough to obey


II.  VIRTUE or EXCELLENCE            FIRST SIGNS OF LIFE SHOW   


	Many people go through life doing just what is required


	God requires we do everything for Him [Col 3:23; 1Cor 10:31]


	Complete honesty, purity


III.  KNOWLEDGE            NEW BRANCHES, foundations for growth


	Always prepared to give an answer [1Peter 3:15]


	Moving from milk to meat [1Cor 3:1-3]


	Regular Bible study…after all, it is God’s word, most important


IV.  SELF-CONTROL   ROOTS DEEPEN, relying on God’s nourishment


	Emotions – not emotionless, but not ruled by emotions


	Temptations – not taken up in our desires


	Key to resisting Satan: understanding wants and needs


V.  STEADFASTNESS               STEM HARDENS


	Patience, but much more…


	Endurance in trials, patience in trials, faithful in trials


	Must be learned by facing trials [Jas 1:1-4]


VI.  GODLINESS              MORE LEAVES ALLOW MORE SUN


	Allowing more of God in our life…[Rev 21:23]


	Righteous, loving, forgiving, merciful, giving…perfect [Mt 5:48]


VII.  BROTHERLY AFFECTION            CHRISTIAN FLOWERS


Tells us we cannot use the excuse: I don’t have to like them, but I have to love them…Maybe loving our enemies takes this…


But Peter reminds us of the affection we are to have for brothers and sisters…not just sacrificial love (listed next), emotional attachment, affection…..we must like each other


VIII.  LOVE            THE FRUIT OF OUR GROWTH


	Sacrificial love…perfectly demonstrated in Christ [1Jn 4:7-11]





CONC:  Where are you?  What do you look like?








Ever noticed how a plant typically grows?  The gardeners and farmers among us have.  After you put that seed in the ground, you begin to see growth in stages…a small, tender shoot pushes through the soil…leaves expand and reach out…the stem begins to harden…more leaves develop…flower buds form, grow, and open…fruit grows in place of the flowers as other blossoms appear and grow.  And all the time, as new parts of the plant are added, the existing parts are growing.


God looks at us this way…what qualities do we have?  Do we have the maturity to produce flowers and bear fruit?  If not, then are we on our way to that point?  Are all of our qualities growing even as new qualities appear?


2Peter 1:5-7 is a glimpse into how God judges our growth, and how we ought to judge our own, and one another’s, growth.  








