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GODLINESS – More Leaves, More Sun





INTRO:  Plants make their own food with chlorophyll 		        I





I.  Benefits for this life, and the one to come


	A.  1Tim 4:7-8


	B.  2Pt 1:3


C.  Think of teachings like: Do not worry, Mt 6; Husbands love your wives, wives submit to husbands, Eph 5; Be angry and do not sin, Eph 4; Love neighbor as self, Mt 22.


	


II.  Becoming more like God


	A.  Godliness = God-like


	B.  Forgiving, wise, compassionate, giving, perfect [Mt 5:48]


	C.  Rev 21:23 …not godly by own power, by God’s light in you


		1.  Spiritual nourishment from God [2Cor 1:3-4]


		2.  Spiritual growth from God [2Pt 3:18]


		3.  Spiritual energy to fulfill purpose [Php 4:13]





III.  The Plant Paradox


A.  Takes energy for a plant to make leaves…but a plant must make leaves to get more energy.			        I


B.  Here you are facing whatever weakness you might have…what do you do?  Take the road that is easy now, and give in…or take the hard road now that leads to a better life now and a better life to come.


	C.  Jas 4:7; Mt 4:11





CONC:  God’s ability to use you comes down to your ability to make choices.  Do you choose to give in to temptation because it is easier now, and stunt your growth?  Or, do you choose to resist, and let more of God into your life?  Choose godliness.  Let God shine in you and through you, and you will grow.








Nothing new…you learned it in 5th grade.  A plant absorbs nutrients and water through the roots, then uses energy from the sun to combine those ingredients into a product that can be used for energy.  About the same thing you do when you gather up some ingredients, but them in water, and set them on the stove for a little energy to cook them, and you get something edible.


But, this is about how Christian life works.  Same experiences/ingredients as any other person, we all live in the same world.  But, the key is making something from it that is beneficial…spiritually in a Christian’s case.  The key is letting God provide the energy, perspective, wisdom that you need to take an ordinary experience and make it life-changing…even eternal-life changing.


























Need a car to get to work…but you can’t buy a car unless you have a job.  You may need to walk or take a bus for awhile.  Growing in Christ takes effort.  But your effort producers more ability to grow…makes it easier to grow.  Enduring trials produces more ability to endure trials.  Resisting temptation makes it easier to say no the next time.








