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LOVE – The Fruit of Our Growth





INTRO:  Ever had a fruit tree that just wouldn’t produce fruit?  Or maybe the squirrels and birds eat it all as soon as it’s ripe.                  I





Three Examples:





I.  David and Mephibosheth [2Sam 4:4; 9:1-13]


	A.  What did David sacrifice?


		1.  A little food, but not much to a king


2.  Perhaps some of his reputation: a king who shows mercy to his enemy’s family may be considered weak


	A.  What was the fruit?


		1.  Released Meph. from life of fear


		2.  Helped a man who couldn’t help himself


		3.  David helped by Meph. [2Sam 16:1-4]


	


II.  Four Friends [Mark 2:1-12]


	A.  What did they sacrifice?


		1.  Reputation


		2.  Financial Expense


		3.  Breaking the Law


	B.  What was the fruit?


		1.  Forgiveness of sins for their friend


		2.  Healing from a life of handicap and begging





III.  Stephen [Acts 7:54-60]


	A. What did Stephen sacrifice?


		1.  His life


	B.  What was the fruit?


		1.  His salvation


		2.  Perhaps motivation for Paul when he became a Xian


		3.  Spread of the gospel [Acts 8:1,4]





CONC:  Jesus Christ [1John 4:7-11], perfect example











We had a cherry tree in our back yard in Colorado…but we never got to enjoy the cherries because the birds would eat them.  One day the tree was full of nearly ripe cherries, and the next day they were all gone.  A fruit tree that provides no fruit is pretty much useless…especially if you planted it for its fruit.


Jesus told a parable about this very thing. [Lk 13:6-9]  God put us here to be fruitful [Eph 2:10], and He can use us only as long as we are producing fruit.





You have heard many sermons about love…so let’s spend some time with three examples that show us what love looks like.








