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STEADFASTNESS – STEM HARDENS





INTRO:  Kicking dandelion heads (because I grew up playing soccer)…


	But, try kicking a tree…even a young, small tree.





I.  Define Steadfastness


	A.  Solid


	B.  Greek – lit. “to remain under”…


as if some huge weight is on you, but you bear up under it


More than patience…patience is maintaining your composure when inconveniences and inconvenient people come around


Steadfastness is bearing up under persecutions and trials


1Cor 15:58





II.  What Are We Steadfast To?


Stand firm in the faith [1Cor 16:13; Jude 3; Eph 4:5]


Stand firm in Christ [Jude 24-25]


Stand firm in the Father [Eph 3:20-21]





III.  How To Become Steadfast:


	A.  Must experience trials [James 1:2-4]			   I


	B.  The full effect of steadfastness: maturity, perfection, complete


	C.  This is why we ought to be joyful when facing trials





CONC:  How do you think you would bear up if you faced a serious trial.


	What if your life was threatened because you are a Christian?


You’ll never know until you get there, but you can start building now…you don’t run a marathon without starting out running a few miles at a time.  Start now with the little things that test your faith.  Use them to build.  And you’ll be ready to stand up under any trial.






























































Experience is the best teacher…you don’t train an army by sitting new recruits in a classroom for 6 weeks and talking about war…you don’t train an athlete by giving him a book to read.


But, we want to learn endurance and steadfastness without ever facing any trials…God has something better in mind…training for spiritual warfare, training for a spiritual race…training through experience.  This is exactly James’ point.








