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VIRTUE – THE FIRST SIGNS OF LIFE





INTRO:  Science fair project					     (





I.  DEFINING VIRTUE


	A.  Excellence, valor, modesty, purity, moral goodness


	B.  2Pt 1:3 – from God…not our own standard, or world’s


		1.  To world: successful, attractive, deserving praise


		2.  To God: His standard we are expected to live by


	C.  Name given to Arabian kings around first century





II.  GOOD MORALS


	A.  Telling God you are devoted to Him…want to follow Him


	B.  Gal 5:19-21 “things like these”: lying, stealing, coveting, etc.





III.  GOOD WORKS


	A.  Matt 5:14-16 …whole point is to glorify God, evangelize


	B.  Tit 3:1-2


	C.  Working for God in everything [1Cor 10:31; Col 3:23]





CONC:  If we damage or hinder our spiritual growth at this stage, the rest of our Christian lives will be affected…growth may sop altogether.  You may add knowledge, but it won’t do any good if you don’t have a foundation of morality, a way to apply that knowledge.  In fact, without a basic understanding that God holds you to higher standard, why would you be any different from the world?  Why endure trials as a Christian?  Why show affection to others?  Very important step in Christian growth.





Have you pushed through the soil, and started your growth?








Two sides of aquarium with similar plants of similar sizes…same amount of water…but one side was covered with paper with holes cut in it so that it shaded the plants like they were in the forest floor.  All the plants grew, but the ones without the shade grew much faster.


One of the primary differences between a new Christian that grows quickly, and one that doesn’t is the quality we’re going to look at today…excellence/virtue.  Removing barriers between you an God is the first step in healthy growth.  Leaving major sin problems, or continuing on unchanged in attitudes or actions will hinder your growth.








