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CHRISTIAN IDENTITY





INTRO:  Intro to 3John…what’s going on?








I.  FROM LOVE AND SERVICE [3John 5-8]


	A.  Supporting gospel preachers


	You are not what you do – I have to disagree [Mk 7:18-23]


	B.  Doing, not just hearing [James 1:22; 2:15-16]





II.  NOT FROM OTHER CHRISTIANS OR LEADERS [3John 9-10]


	A.  John reminds Gaius that leaders are people, too


	B.  The church is a community of believers [Acts 2:44]


1.  You can get identity from community, but only if you are a believer.


2.  Those who do not act like believers do not affect your identity.





III.  FROM PURITY AND FAITHFULNESS [3John 11-12]


	A.  You are what you imitate [Rom 8:29]


	B.  Demetrius received a good testimony





CONC:  IDENTITY comes from Christ…you are supposed to imitate Christ, live like Christ would live.  Love and Serve like Christ.  Live Purely and Faithfully like Christ.  This is the only way you can be identified as a “Christian,” a Christ-follower.











