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A Devoted Heart





INTRO:  Think about our differences…				    (


My purpose this evening, tho, is not to establish the line….although I do believe there is a line, and that it is fairly well-established by Paul in Ephesians 4, and although I intend to go into more depth regarding this subject in the future….my purpose tonight is to search out the basis for our unity….but in order to do that it is very important that we think about what would move us to break that unity. 





I.  The Basis of Unity


What makes us unified?  That we happen to meet at the same times in the same place each week?  Common interests?  Those may help us stay unified, but they are not the basis of it…


1Cor 12:12-13  Baptized by one Spirit into one body


1Cor 12:24  HCSB – God has put the body together


It is just like being born into your physical family…you do not get to choose your family members, your parents, aunts/uncles, your siblings….when you became a Christian you were born into God’s family, and you don’t get to choose your brothers and sisters, God does that…….in other words, God is the basis of our unity.  


II.  Maintaining Unity


Much of the NT is devoted to getting Christians to accept and love one another, to be unified, to be a family….and much is also devoted to declaring the sinfulness of division.


1Cor 1:10  No divisions among us


1Cor 3:3-4  Division is immaturity, worldly


Gal 5:19-20  Division listed among works of the flesh


Why?  Because to divide is to call God a liar when He says we are unified….but there is much more serious reason…


III.  Cannot Love God


	1Jn 2:9-11  For John there is not hate, indifference, liking, love…


it is black and white…either you love or you hate…anything less than love is hate…


But, what does that have to do with the seriousness of the sin of division?


1Jn 4: 20-21  Devotion to God depends on my devotion to you	    (





Some here who disagree about having the LS on Sunday pm …instrumental Christian music for entertainment…widower can serve as an elder… Christian should drink alcohol…Christian should have a tattoo…about whether a Christian should defend himself or his family with deadly force, or any force at all, for that matter… about whether or not the trumpet blown at Christ’s return is symbolic or literal…


I want you to think about our differences this evening…and our potential differences……..and I want you to think about this: where do we draw the line?  What issues are important enough that you would choose to leave your brothers and sisters in this congregation, and why do you draw the line there?





Before we go any further let me say something that I think will help us all be more honest with ourselves, and get us on the same page…….it does no good to say that you would leave this congregation over something unscriptural.  That is the usual answer, but it is not consistent...because every one of those issues I mentioned is based on scripture.  Some here tonight believe that taking the LS on Sunday evening is unscriptural ….and yet, we maintain unity despite that difference.  So, it does no good to say you would leave over something unscriptural because we all stay even though there are scriptural issues we disagree about…





So, think about it as we study this evening….what issues are important enough that you would choose to divide from your brothers and sisters, and why do you draw that line there?








So, where do we draw the line?  When is it okay to divide?  Since God is the basis of our unity, then apparently only when He says there is a division, when He says we are no longer brothers and sisters…In other words, I can only divide from you when you have fallen from grace…and I have to be careful about making that judgment, because God’s grace is incredible.


Bible study challenge – scriptural reason to divide and leave?


Start here: Rev 3:4… a few faithful…who have not left








