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A Humble Heart





INTRO:  C.S. Lewis quote…					(





I.  Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” 


[Matt 9:13a]


--He said this to Pharisees who saw Him eating with “sinners,” who were self-righteous, thinking they were better than others…He said this to people who were prideful, though they thought they were religious.  Go learn what this means…


--James learned something about what it means, 2:13


	


II.   Judgment, the test of Pride


--The most unrecognized and unaddressed pride problem among us is how we view other people, inside and outside of the church.


--When we hear about a child-molester…		(


--We do this with each other, too…let’s do a test…


You know that 1John 3:16 says “we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”


Question 1 – Would you die for a brother or sister in Christ?


Question 2 – Look around.  Would you die for every brother or sister in Christ that is in this room, that is a member of this church?				(





III.  Humility as a way of life      1Peter 5:5


	--The proper response to the “sinner” [Matt 9:13b]


		Jesus ate with them; Jesus taught them; Jesus loved them


We are afraid of condoning their behavior…but Jesus never once condoned sin, but He served sinners


	--Humility means showing mercy


		Jesus said forgive how much?


		Mercy means lovingly showing them fault [Jude 22-23],


Not looking down or maintaining a “he deserves what he gets” attitude





CONC:  If your religious makes you feel you are good, and you are better than others, as C.S. Lewis said, you can be sure the devil is working. (





“Whenever we find that our religious life is making us feel that we are good—above all, that we are better than someone else—I think we may be sure that we are being acted on, not by God, but by the devil.  The real test of being in the presence of God is, that you either forget about yourself altogether or see yourself as a small, dirty object.  It is better to forget about yourself altogether.”





James 4 says “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  And pride is usually the biggest problem in our religious life…








what is our typical reaction?  “That person disgusts me.”  Minister’s who get caught up in pornography?  “He deserves what he gets.”  And what does that attitude say?  I am better than him.  The very definition of pride.  And I am not saying these things are not wrong and sinful…but for me to say and think that a person is horrible and disgusting and deserves what they get for their sins while maintaining the attitude that I am not horrible and disgusting and deserving of punishment for my sins is called hypocrisy…which is just a form of pride, thinking I am better than someone else.





If your answer is “No” then you have the difficult task of figuring out why, and repenting.  To say that you would not die for your brother or sister is to say that your life is of more value than theirs, that you are better than them…and that is the definition of pride.


Let me also add that if you discover by this test that you have been looking down on a brother or sister you need to go to them, reconcile, and ask forgiveness.











Give me a humble heart.  I know I don’t deserve your mercy, but you freely gave it anyway.  Help me to be as generous as You.  Help me to show mercy rather than judgment, and to love others enough to share with them Your mercy.  Give me a humble heart.








