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A NOBLE HEART





INTRO:  Story of Paul in Thessalonica (jealous persecution) then Berea…





I.  The Noble Bereans  [Acts 17:11]


	A.  Eager to hear the word of God


	B.  Eager to study the word of God





But, why did that make them noble?  What was so different about them that distinguished them from the Thessalonians?  Just their eagerness to hear Paul preach, or their eagerness to study scripture?


It was their willingness to seek the truth…





II.  Test Everything [1Thessalonians 5:21] funny who Paul writes this to…


	A.  Question your beliefs and convictions			     (


	B.  Testing is not the same as doubt


Think about it for a minute….what does Truth have to fear from being tested?  Absolutely nothing.  If it is True then it will stand.  What do you have to fear by testing everything, even your most basic beliefs and convictions?  Absolutely nothing.  If what you believe is True, then you will just end up with a stronger faith by questioning and studying and researching and discovering you were right all along.  And what if in your testing you discover that you have been wrong?  Then you will benefit greatly by finding out which beliefs are wrong and discovering the real Truth, God’s Truth. 


Testing is not the same as doubt.  Actually it is the opposite…it is the building of faith.


Studies have indicated that 50-80% of youth leave church in college years…many reasons, but I think this might be an important one…we don’t respond well to their questions.





III.  Two Things We Must Do


	A.  Never assume that the preacher is right [1John 4:1]


	B.  Never assume that you are right [Romans 12:2]	      (


	


CONC:  That is why the pursuit of Truth is noble, wise, and vital.  We must be like the Bereans: eager for the word of God, eager to build our faith with knowledge, and eager to change when we are wrong.








If you like to garden or have ever planted a potted plant you know that over time a plants roots circle round and round in the shape of the inside of the pot.  They have no where else to go.  But, when you get ready to put that plant in the ground you have to break up those roots a little so they can branch out….otherwise they will just grow in the same circle in the same small patch of soil, and keep the plant from growing like it should.





We are the same.  The only difference between us and potted plants is that we choose to bottle ourselves up.  But, to grow we must be willing to allow our roots to expand, we must be willing to question the things we have taken for granted, even the most basic beliefs…


Do you believe that baptism is necessary for salvation?  Why?  Are you sure?  Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead?  What gave you that idea?  Are you sure it is right?  We need to learn to test everything, just like Paul tells us.





Now, this is where many Christians begin to get uncomfortable…”You’re telling me you want me to question the basic, fundamental beliefs of Christianity?  Isn’t that doubting God?”…























Nobody likes to admit that they are wrong, and some of us will argue something false until we are blue in the face just so we can be right…but it does no good arguing with God.  We have to be willing to change.  We have to be open to correction.  We cannot assume that we have got it all right, because chances are we don’t….











