
Clint Howard	Coffeyville CofC	am	3/1/2009


DIFFERENT





INTRO:  Remember back to high school days…essentially two categories of high-schoolers…those who wanted to go along and those who wanted to be different.  God expects us to be like the second group…different…but not in the same ways.  Teens try to be different by changing their hair color or wearing different clothing that makes them stand out.  But, you can’t be different by just changing the outside.  All high-schoolers are remarkable similar once you get past the exterior.  But, God expects us, as Christians, to be different all the way through.  In fact, if I want to have any hope of having a relationship with God I must be different.





I.  Different than I Was


	A.  Turn from my sins [Acts 3:19]


	B.  A new creation in Christ [2Corinthians 5:17]


	


II.  Different than I Am						    (


	A.  The struggle to be like God [Colossians 3:9-10]


	B.  Not that I have already obtained this [Philippians 3:12-16]





III.  Different than the World					    (


	A.  Friendship with the world [James 4:4]


	B.  The time past is sufficient [1Peter 4:3]





CONC:  Are you different?  Different than you were, striving to be different than you are?  Are you different than the world?  I don’t mean nicer, or a better person, or more polite…are you distinguished by your undying devotion to God and His will?





But, it comes down to this…can the people in your life tell that you are a Christian, a truly devoted Christian, without you telling them?  Are you just another co-worker, neighbor, friend?  Or do you stand out because of the way you live your life?  God wants you to be different…



































I read a sad story the other day about a child who died of neglect, mostly malnutrition.  At the age of four this poor girl was still only the size of an infant.  We hear of a situation like that and we can’t believe that parents would let their child go  for four years without growing as she should and not do anything about it.  It is obvious to us that a human being is supposed to grow…but not so obvious in our own lives.  A Christian who does not grow is like a child who does not grow…obviously something is wrong.








Being different is difficult.  There are so many decent people who have good manners, and who help others, who give to charity, and live relatively moral lives.  But, we, as Christians, are called to something more than that…we are to be more than good, decent people.  We are supposed to be shining lights.  That means our goodness must surpass those decent people in the world.  Our love must be stronger than that of those decent people in the world.  Our unwavering faithfulness to God must distinguish us…so, Jesus says that we must love our enemies while telling us that, although there are good people in the world who love each other, loving our enemies is what will truly separate us, make us stand out.  We’ll get into that more as we start the Sermon on the Mount in a couple weeks.





Being different than the world is difficult, but necessary…








