EVANGELISTIC GUIDELINES
There are many ways to share the gospel message.  It can be done on the streets, around the water-cooler at work, on walks, in the stands at the football game (when the crowd is not too loud), or even by email or letter.  However, personal Bible studies have proven to be the most effective method of delivering the gospel.  Here are a few pointers and rules for successful Bible studies.

Rule #1 – Ask people to study with you.  You will probably never have the opportunity to save a soul unless you ask lost people to study the Bible.  It is very rare for a lost person to seek you out for a study, so you must take the important step of asking them.  

Rule #2 – Set up a specific time and place.  Satan has many ways of diverting the attention of a lost person.  One way to overcome this is to make an appointment to study.  Invite the person over for dinner and a study, or offer to go to their home, and set up a convenient time.  Make sure you call the day before the study to remind your contact, and call them if they miss the appointment to set up another time.

Rule #3 – Have another Christian with you.  Lost people respond to groups of people in agreement.  If you say something, and your Christian friend agrees, this reassures the lost person that what you are saying is reasonable.  Also, having another Christian there provides one more relationship contact between the lost person and Christianity.

Rule #4 – Limit studies to one hour.  The mind can only take what the seat can bear.  Also, information overload can turn people off to the gospel.  This is not a hard and fast rule, of course.  If the lost person is very eager, they may want to spend hours studying.  For these special cases, use your best judgment.

Rule #5 – You don’t have to have the answer to every question.  Welcome questions, but make it clear that you will write questions down to discuss later.  This gives you time to prepare to answer, keeps the current study on track (which is very important), and gives you a reason to set up another study.

Rule #6 – Don’t ever give up.  Expect rejection, but remember, they are not rejecting you they are rejecting God.  Keep asking people for studies.  We are not focused (in fishing and evangelism) on the ones who don’t take the bait, but on the ones who do.  Find people who are searching, and give them the truth.

Rule #7 – Always be ready.  1Peter 3:15.  You never know when an opportunity will arise; always be ready to move conversations to spiritual matters and ask for studies.

