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FLOODED WITH HOPE





INTRO:  Talk about flood…invite members to join in efforts





I.  The ministry of Stephen [Acts 6-7]


	A.  Chosen to serve…church grows from benevolence


		1.  Widows in need…flood victims in need


		2.  Needs provided and church grew


	B.  Continued beyond his area of service – great hope for church


	C.  Stoned for Christ – despair in the church?





II.  Persecution of the church [Acts 8:1-3]


	A.  Began with Stephen…spread to entire church


	B.  Death, torture, imprisonment…not even safe at home


	C.  But, what did God have in mind? [Acts 8:4]





III.  God’s purpose for us


	A.  Trend: 


1.  Widows in need…spreading the word


2.  Church scattered…spreading the word


3.  The church turned disasters into successes


	B.  Do good to all men, especially household of faith [Gal 6:10]


	C.  Spread the word…not enough just to provide for needs





CONC:   How members can help:


		Visit flood victims and those who would like more info


			We have names and addresses available


		Help work at church to pass out supplies


		Help with clean-up


Donate funds or help raise support by contacting friends, 


family, and other congregations


		Talk to people about hope in Christ














