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THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION


GIFTS FROM GOD





Text:  Php 1:3-11


INTRO:  Could see how joyful Paul and Trudy were last week when David Paul was baptized…I can’t imagine a prouder moment for a parent


Paul the apostle shows that same love and joy when he writes to the Philippian church….read Php 1:3-11





I.  The Gift of Prayer [1:3-5]


	A.  We tend to think to pray when bad things happen…


	B.  Expressing joy to God…sing praises [Jas 5:13]


	C.  Joy from knowing that God listens [1Jn 5:14-15]


(


II.  The Gift of Grace [1:6-8]


	A.  Paul’s assurance of his brothers’ destination


		Parent should never be happier than when child baptized


		How does it feel knowing church will join you in heaven?


	B.  Partakers in grace [Eph 2:8]





III.  The Gift of Growth [1:9-11]


	A.  Growth with an end – to become like Christ [Mt 5:48]


B.  Growth that takes time…have to look for it, point it out in others							       (


	C.  Growth from God – righteousness thru Christ [1Cor 3:6]





CONC:  We can take joy in God’s gifts… prayer, assurance from grace, and growth.  Remember to thank God for these gifts, and to focus on being joyful so that your light will shine.









































Elderly couple in marriage counseling.  Wife complained that husband never told her he loved her.  His reply: I told her I loved her the day we got married, and if I ever change my mind I’ll let her know.


God wants to hear from us…hear that we love Him.




















A father, feeling as though his son was too advanced for many of the basic classes he was taking in college, approached the president of the college, hoping to convince the president to allow his son to skip the classes and get through school quicker.  The president replied, “Oh, yes. He can take a short course; it all depends on what you want to make of him. When God wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred years, but He takes only two months to make a squash."











