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THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION�Happy About Humility


Text: Php 2:1-11


INTRO:  You know something really difficult to comprehend?             (


Moses was called the humblest man alive [Numbers 12:3]�…but he wrote that…apparently God had to convince him to write it…because if he was truly that humble he would never have thought to write it…and he would’ve taken a lot of convincing before he even considered writing it.





I.  What is Humility? [vv1-4]


A.  There is encouragement, comfort, affection, sympathy in Christ


B.  This joy is available through unity


C.  Humility is the secret to unity


	1.  Do nothing from rivalry: selfishness; getting your way


	2.  Do nothing from conceit: vain glory; getting the praise/power


	3.  Count others as more significant than yourself [Mt 7:12]


	4.  Look not only to own interests, but to those of others


D.  Humility is not groveling, debasing ourselves, constantly talking about how lowly we are…it is not thinking about ourselves, not talking about ourselves, but thinking about others…especially about God.





Joy through humility: happiness comes from putting self last?	       (





II.  The Perfect Example [vv5-11]


A.  Christ left His place as God to become human


B.  Christ gave up His human life to serve God


C.  Christ served God by serving others…by dying on the cross


	1.  Jesus’ instruction to apostles after their service [Mark 6:31]


	2.  On their way to rest…Jesus has compassion [Mark 6:34]


D.  Christ was rewarded for His submission, humility





CONC:  In the end, Paul says we ought to humble ourselves because we will be humbled anyway [vv10-11].  But why be forced to humble ourselves when we can volunteer?  And why pursue happiness the wrong way when we can do it God’s way, through humility?





Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity.  Some of you are probably thinking, what is that?  Let me tell you all I know:�that Einstein was a really smart guy who thought about really difficult stuff so I don’t have to.  As a science major this Theory of Relativity and ideas from it would come up now and then…but I never really got it…I think it’s one of those things that if you ever do think you have it then you’ve completely lost it…like grabbing for a bar of soap that slips easier the harder you grab at it….that is humility: the minute you think you have arrived that means you have to start all over again.


But, we are still required to be humble…to learn humility.



































I heard of a “happiness study” recently that “discovered” that the secret of happiness was not in how many things you can acquire…I thought they were on the right track until they concluded that what really gives lasting happiness was how many things you had compared to everyone else…that if you were better off compared to your neighbors you would be happy…where do they come up with this stuff?








