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THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION


Intro to Philippians





INTRO:  							      (





Sometimes I wish I could go back to my baptism, experience life as a new Christian again…We can’t do that, but we ought to pursue that joy we had from the beginning





Paul’s Joy in…


A Supportive Church [Php 1:3-4; 4:10,15]


Love one another [Jn 13:34-35]


Encourage and build one another up [1Th 5:11]


	


An Opportunity to Serve [Php 1:17-18]			      (


Apostles rejoice over suffering [Acts 5:41]


Count it all joy [Jas 1:2-3]





A Reason to Live [Php 1:21-26]		


Life without hope [Eph 2:12; 1Th 4:13]


Thanks to God who gives us victory [1Cor 15:57]





CONC:  Paul’s joy is our example.  Joy in life, joy in death…joy because he was serving God, and joy because God chose him to serve.


We can have the same joy Paul did…not temporary happiness, but eternal joy.











Sunset was a great opportunity to hear about God’s work in other countries…especially amazing to hear about new Christians who convert entire families, churches…preaching students in Africa, new Christians who are learning and averaging 60 baptisms between about 10 of them each week.























Like children who just want to help their parents…we give them toy ovens and vacuum cleaners and mowers…they want to help in the kitchen, in the garage working on the car


We need that kind of joy in serving.  We ought to view serving as a privilege because we get to work for the Almighty God of the universe








