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THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION�THE THRILL OF THE CHALLENGE





Text: Php 3:12-4:1


INTRO:  I love to sports, and I love to play more than watch	       (





I.  Press on toward the goal [3:12-16]


A.  Not that I have already attained it…what about 2Tim 4:7-8�        We need the confidence without the pride		       (


B.  Forgetting what lies behind: accomplishments and failures


C.  v15 says that if we hold a different view…think we have arrived, then God will “reveal that to” us…He’ll let us know we haven’t�One way or another, God has a way of getting our attention�[John 7:17]











II.  Live like a citizen [3:17-21]					       (


A.  How many of you could say, “Imitate me?” – worthy goal


B.  Enemies of the cross – got comfortable with this world [vv18-19]


C.  Don’t get comfortable…this body will be transformed�      Parable of soils – the world can choke out the word [Mt 13:22]





CONC:  4:1  Therefore, stand firm thus


	Stand firm in this way…what way?  By pressing on…by keeping on eye on the prize…by accepting the challenge…by having a competitive spirit that drives you to victory…by realizing that there is more to life than life…more to this world than what it seems…someone has said that life is a game: this is true, but it is a game with eternal consequences.


	Stand firm in the Lord.











…especially soccer.  Most of the time I don’t care if my team wins, as long as I can just play, and as long as I know I have pushed myself, and have done my best…I just love the challenge








You know, it seems like a lot of the professional athletes who get the most press, who are expected to be great tend to fail in meeting those expectations…maybe the expectations are too high, but I think many times the athlete feels like he has arrived, is good enough already, and doesn’t need anymore improvement, practice, etc.


Paul says that we can never fall into that trap…we have not arrived until we are dead.








Have you ever noticed how easy it is to do things that you normally wouldn’t do when are away from home?  This is especially true with mission trips that people know are temporary…know they won’t necessarily see the people the meet again…so that gives them courage to knock on doors, talk about Jesus, etc.


We ought to live that way all of the time because we really are not home yet…this world and life are temporary, so why worry about what people think?  Why worry about rejection?








