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WISDOM FOR LIFE�Introduction





INTRO:  We live in what historians call the Information Age.  


We have had other ages…


1Corinthians 8:1-3


I.  KNOWLEDGE PUFFS UP


	A.  No one likes a know-it-all


Maybe this comes partly from the fact that we don’t like to be wrong, and we don’t want Mr. Know-It-All rubbing our lack of knowledge in our faces.  But, it also comes from the fact that a person who thinks they know it all tends to be prideful.  And we all do…we all have a tendency to think that we know best…but the problem is that we can, and many time are, wrong. 1Cor 8:2


	B.  Knowledge is not an end in itself


Knowledge for the sake of knowledge doesn’t do anything for you…except make your head bigger…or your wallet bigger if you can get on Jeopardy.  And, in fact, Solomon says in Ecc 1:16-18 that it only causes sorrow.


	C.  The pursuit of knowledge does not make more saved


Religiously speaking, having more Bible knowledge does not make you a better Christian than the person sitting next to you.  This is Paul’s point in the context of 1Cor 8…some Christians who knew idols were nothing and could eat meat sacrificed to idols were looking down on other Christians who did not have that understanding, and could not eat in good conscience. [1Cor 8:8]





II.  LOVE BUILDS UP


	A.  Love seeks the good of others [1Corinthians 8:13]


	B.  Love keeps our focus on God [1John 4:7-12]


	C.  Knowledge – love = nothing [1Corinthians 13:2]





CONC:  The emphasis on Proverbs is on wisdom and knowledge…but love for God and others is always assumed, and even emphasized.  We can’t forget, in our focus on knowledge, about the importance of love.





Early humans who had little knowledge of their surroundings relied primarily on stone for making tools and weapons, for their livelihood…so we call that era of history the Stone Age.  Eventually, humanity discovered metal and metal working.  They experimented until they came up with bronze, a relatively hard metal, but not all that hard to make.  So, the people of this era depended on bronze for their livelihood.  A little further down the timeline, as life became easier to live with advancements and inventions, more people had time and energy to become educated.  The “common people” began to explore new ways of thinking, philosophies, politics, and other sciences.  They “woke up” to the world of knowledge, so historians call this the Age of Enlightenment.


	But, today most of the world operates on information.  We have new industries that are based on information, like internet, telephone, television, advertising, public relations.  So, we live in the Information Age.


	Because of our reliance on and desire for information our society, and others around the world, tend to hold to the saying, “Knowledge is power.”  Solomon, the writer of Proverbs, would probably agree in principle…but he would probably differ on the kind of knowledge.  We will spend several weeks exploring the book of Proverbs to see what knowledge we need to seek, and just what power it has for our lives.


	But, before we get into Proverbs we need to straighten out some misconceptions that come from living in a society that is so obsessed with information.








