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WISDOM FOR LIFE


1 – The Beginning of Knowledge





INTRO:  Every race has a starting line.  Every genius starts with the basics.  Every building must start with a good foundation.  Every chicken comes from an egg….except maybe the first one.  


THE PURPOSE OF THE PROVERBS


	


I.  TO KNOW WISDOM


	A.  Everyone is looking for wisdom


		Religion, philosophy, wise men, science


	B.  The “wisdom” in the world is often contradictory 	     (


	C.  More than knowledge


		1.  Wisdom – right application of knowledge


		2.  Instruction – teaching by discipline (Prov 13:24)


		3.  Insight – discernment; spiritual common sense


		4.  Wise dealing – knowing when to speak or act


5.  Righteousness – right living; doing the right things


		6.  Justice – good judgment; proper choices


		7.  Equity – fairness; justice; application of principles


8.  Prudence – wise activity…crafty, sly (see Mt 10:16)


9.  Knowledge – not just info…useful information


10.  Discretion – thoughtfulness; thinking of others, thinking before acting, thinking before speaking, etc.


	D.  Instruction for the simple and the wise





II.  TO FEAR THE LORD


	Reverence, awe, submission, respect, handle with care


Fools despise wisdom and instruction…we like to be critical, but we don’t like to be criticized…but Solomon says that a fool despises wisdom and instruction (again, teaching thru discipline)


Wisdom starts with being able to admit that you don’t have all the answers, but God does….you’ve probably heard the saying before, but it’s true: Intelligence is not having all the answers.  Intelligence is knowing where to find them.





CONC:  














Our quest for wisdom and knowledge must start somewhere.  And, like running a race, in our quest for wisdom we must line up at the right starting line facing the right direction, or we are going to end up running the wrong way from the very start.  Our quest for wisdom must start in the right place.














“Fools rush in”…”The early bird gets the worm”


“You get what you pay for”…”The best things in life are free”


“Leave well enough alone”…”No pain, no gain”


“Many hands make light work”…”If you want something done right, do it yourself”


“There’s no time like the present”…”Don’t do today what you can put off until tomorrow”








