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WISDOM FOR LIFE


Alcohol





INTRO:  Alcohol stats…





I.  WHAT PROVERBS SAYS ABOUT ALCOHOL


	A.  Trouble [20:1]


	B.  Bites like a snake [23:29-35]


	C.  Not for leaders [31:1,4-7]


		1Tim 3:3; Tit 1:7


	


II.  THE ALCOHOL DILEMMA 


	A.  Jesus made water into wine  [John 2]


	B.  Paul told Timothy to drink wine  [1Timothy 5:23]


	C.  Paul mentions wine as something “clean” [Romans 14:20-21]





III.  ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT ALCOHOL IN THE BIBLE


	A.  All “wine” contained alcohol  [Isa 65:8; Matt 9:17]


	B.  The wine of the Bible is the same as today’s drinks


		Natural fermentation yields lower alcohol content


		Sweet, unfermented wines were regarded as better


	C.  No way for people to keep grape juice from fermenting


	D.  The “wine” of the LS was fermented


		Likely wasn’t because yeasts (leaven) produce alcohol


	E.  Drunkenness is the only sin involving alcohol


Romans 14:15-16, 20-21





Did the wine Jesus made contain alcohol or not?  We just don’t know…


	But here’s what we do know…our choices matter.


Romans 14:20-23


Before you take that drink, ask yourself:


		Does this bring glory to God?


		Does this build others up?


		Could this cause another to sin or reject Christ?


		Are you sure, without a doubt, God would approve?


			


Proverbs, the book of wisdom, warns us about alcohol	     (











Moderate drinking has been shown to decrease risks of heart disease, cancer, diabetes, arthritis, and all sorts of other medical conditions.





On the other hand…


Nearly every 33 minutes, someone in America dies in an alcohol-related crash; every 2 minutes, someone is injured; an average of 3 in every 10 Americans will be involved in an alcohol-related crash at some point in their lives.


Alcohol has a negative effect on the economy, with estimates of the costs of alcohol abuse to the U.S. economy ranging from around $9 billion to $148 billion each year.


Drinking too much alcohol has been linked to many life-threatening medical conditions, such as cancer and cirrhosis of the liver.












































Let me give you a different picture now:


You can be pleasing to God in every part of your life.  


You can live a life that in no way causes other people to stumble.


You can be a person that others look to as an example of holiness.


With God’s help and guidance, you can become more and more like Christ every day…why not start today?








