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WISDOM FOR LIFE


Wisdom for Speech





INTRO:   Joe Biden’s stretching of the truth…			(





I.  Words are Powerful


	A.  Power to build up [12:18b; 15:4a; 25:11]


	B.  Power to tear down [11:9; 17:20; 26:28]


II.  A Small Fire   (  In 1997, father/son wanted to launch model rocket at Valley Forge National Park…electric ignition  wouldn’t work, so they decided to use a sparkler…which started grass fire that quickly spread on the windy day…burned one field where Revolutionary soldiers trained, came close to George Washington’s headquarters…30 units from 12 fire depts. fought the fire for an hour before bringing it under control.  Over 30 acres of National Park burned because of a sparkler.


	A.  Lies [12:22]


	B.  Gossip [17:9; 26:22]


C.  Bad Language [15:28]  


	D.  Insults [26:18-19]


III.  Speaking the Truth in Love [Ephesians 4:15]


	A.  A Slow Tongue [29:20]


B.  A Soft Answer [15:1; 25:15]


	C.  A Sincere Heart [10:11]


Ask yourself before you speak…why am I saying this?  What is my motivation?  To be helpful?





CONC:  As a Christian your words matter.  They can help or they can hurt.  They can motivate people to follow Christ, or they can turn people away from Christ.  As James said, we ought to be praising and glorifying God with words.





Repeatedly claimed his helicopter was forced down in Afghanistan, and spoke of the danger of terrorists in the area…turns out he was telling the truth, but not all of it…his helicopter was forced to land because of snow.


He also claimed he was shot at in Iraq, but later explained that a building he was in was shaken by a mortar blast.


Biden is not the only politician doing it…the others just typically don’t get caught or don’t get so much focus.





And…politicians, though we see it more from them because they are in the media, in the public eye…politicians are not the only ones who have issues with their speech.  We all do… I have known new Christians who struggled with this…I have known elders who struggled with this…an issue everyone must be careful about


In fact, James 3 says that controlling our speech is so difficult that if we were able to do it we would be perfect because if we had that much self-discipline we would not sin in any other area.  Read James 3:2-12.





But, we are not studying James, we are studying Proverbs….so let’s turn to Proverbs where we’ll see that Solomon says the same thing James says: we must be wise about our speech.








