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DISCIPLES ARE MADE





INTRO:  During this time of year when the minds of Americans turn to Christmas, including the birth of Jesus Christ, there is an important question to be asked: What does it mean to be a Christian?  Statistics...





I.  Disciples Are Made...[Matthew 28:18-20]


	A.  No one is born a disciple


		Not Christian b/c of parents/family born into


	B.  It is not easy to be a disciple


Take up your cross daily [Luke 9:23]


Whoever doesn't can't be His disciple [Luke 14:27]


II.  By Baptism


	A.  Summary of the conversion experience


		Repentance/Faith/Confession all come together


		If this was not true for you, did not become a disciple


	B.  Whole-hearted commitment [1Peter 3:21]


		If your baptism was not a commitment b/c you didn't 		know or understand it, or b/c not serious about devoting 		your life to Christ, did not become a disciple.


III.  By Teaching


	A.  A Disciple is a student


		1.  Think martial arts, Kung Fu Panda...


		2.  Learning from the Master, and to be like the Master


	B.  Knowledge of the Truth [John 8:31-32]


Jesus said God's word is Truth [John 17:17]


A disciple must be a studier of Truth, God's word


IV.  By Obedience


	A.  A student must put what he learns into practice [John 15:10]


	B.  Disciple means discipline [1Corinthians 9:24-27]


		Buffet...not food, beating, spanking...but not physical 		bodily harm...discipline, obedience


CONC:  To be a Christian you must be a disciple...You cannot be a disciple of Christ unless you are baptized Jesus' way, unless you are devoted to studying and learning Jesus' teachings, and unless you are committed to changing your life every day to follow Christ more closely.


Disciples are devoted, committed, obedient followers of Christ.  If you claim to be a Christian, then today is the day to become a disciple





According to a Gallup poll in 2004, 80% of Americans claim to be Christians.  About 60% claim to be a member of a church.  About 40% claim to go to church every week or almost every week.


	The Barna Group researches trends among those who claim to be Christians.  Only 7% of those claiming to be Christians viewed spiritual wholeness and development as the factor that will produce a successful life.  Most believed success was determined by material things.  1/3 believe that while they are saved by faith in Jesus it is possible to be saved by being a good person.  Fewer than 1 out of 10 give 10% or more of their income to a church.


	When asked about morality, only about 7% said that allowing the f-word on TV is acceptable...which is good...but a majority see nothing wrong with living together before marriage or with sex outside of marriage, about 40% think using profanity is acceptable.


	Out of the 80% Americans claim to be Christians, less than half claim to be absolutely committed to the Christian faith.  Even worse, Americans were asked about their beliefs concerning 8 basic principles found in the Bible: 1) Jesus lived a sinless life, 2) God is the all-powerful, all-knowing creator of the universe, and He still rules today, 3) salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned, 4) Satan is real, 5) a Christian has a responsibility to share his or her faith in Christ with other people, 6) the Bible is accurate in all of the principles it teaches, 7) unchanging moral truth exists, 8) that moral truth is defined by the Bible.  Of these 8 basics of Christianity, only about 8% of Americans agreed with all 8...and 80% claim to be Christian!





Those who claim to be Christians are horribly confused about Christianity.  So, what does it mean to be a Christian?  Acts 11:26 disciples first called Christians at Antioch...this means that Christians primarily are disciples.  So, what does it mean to be a disciple?








