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HOW TO AVOID THE DEATH PENALTY





INTRO:  Imagine you are on death row for a murder you committed…


How do you get out of that penalty?  Appeal?  Reform?  Possible, but not proven…there is only one proven way to avoid the death penalty: 





I.  Step 1 (only step) – Die


	A.  Death sets us free…from many things:  debts, laws, job


	B.  Freedom from slavery [Rom 6:6-7]


	C.  Being slaves to sin [Rom 6:16]


	D.  To avoid death penalty, be freed from slavery…death





II.  What kind of death?


	A.  Many people, unfortunately, come close to right solution   (


B.  The penalty for sin is a death sentence [Rom 3:23]


		1.  Giving in to spiritual or physical death not answer


		2.  To avoid the penalty we must die a different death


	C.  The death of Christ: the willing death of an innocent Savior





III.  United with Christ in death


	A.  Baptized into Christ’s death [Rom 6:3]


	B.  Buried by baptism into death…in order to live [Rom 6:4]


C.  Paul’s point not to prove baptism essential…although what he says is telling us that immersion is necessary


D.  Paul’s message is to Christians, those who have already been immersed in water as evidence of their faith in Christ:





How can we who died to sin live in it? [Rom 6:2]


Baptism, unity with Christ’s death, relieves us from the death penalty that we brought on ourselves by sin…dying leads to life





E.  Life, according to Paul, is not just spiritual, eternal life…it is a way of living…no longer enslaved to sin, but obedient to Christ


	We must become slaves of Christ  





CONC:  Baptism is a release from sin’s death penalty…but it is also a death…death to selfishness, pride, our own desires and will…but it is new life…a life of growing in Christ, obedience, and faithfulness















































Suicide is seen as a release…freedom from trouble


New Zealand suicide rate highest: as many as 1 of 3 teens attempt or seriously contemplate suicide








