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MORE THAN SAVED


Redeemed





INTRO:  Salvation…now there is a word that should mean something…but for many of us it has lost its full meaning… 	      (





I.  Redemption of the Firstborn [Exodus 13:13-15]


	A.  Destined for death


	B.  Redeemed by grace


	We are the firstborn [Heb 12:23]





II.  Redemption of Isaac [Genesis 22]


	A.  Destined for death


	B.  Redeemed by grace


	We are Isaac [Gal 4:31]





III.  Redemption of Slaves


	A.  Slaves to sin, which leads to death  destined for death


		Romans 6:16, we are slaves by default


	B.  Redeemed to Christ, which leads to life  redeemed by grace


Bond-servants…b/c of debt…Christ paid to free us, but indebted to Him


		Romans 6:17-18; Titus 2:13-14





CONC:  Let me tell you the most important thing to keep in mind about redemption.  You do not deserve it.  How do I know this?  Because Jesus died on that cross and spilt His redeeming blood nearly 2,000 years before you were even born.  You were not even close to being alive to be able to do anything to deserve redemption.


We are redeemed by the grace of God…because God is gracious and merciful.  As Eph 1:7-8 says, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight…”


A drowning man does not do anything to deserve rescue.  He is rescued because there are men and women gracious enough to risk their lives for someone else.  Slaves do not deserve to be redeemed, they just are based on the goodness and mercy of their redeemer. 


You are in need of rescue, you are a slave, you don’t deserve Christ…but Christ died anyway.  Now, what kind of life should you live?





We throw the idea around…”Oh I’ve been saved.  Have you been saved?”  “Jesus saves.”  “Isn’t it good to be saved.”  Ask someone what it means to be saved and they’ll probably say something like “Well that means I’m going to heaven…and I don’t have to go to hell.”





Is that all there is to Salvation?  A get out of jail free card?  There has got to be more to it.





Have you ever watched a daring rescue on tv?  You know, the kind where a man dangles from a helicopter while trying to grab a victim who is stuck in a tree surrounded by flood water… or maybe there are rescuers in special suits inching their way across thin ice to pull a child out who has fallen through.  If you watched it on tv you might tell someone, “Oh they saved a guy from drowning.”  But, what if you were the victim who was “saved.”  Wouldn’t you want to tell everyone about the skill of the pilot, and the man hanging from the rope, and the brave rescuers who risked their lives to slide across that thin ice and grab you just as you were slipping under the icy water?  If somebody asked you about it the word “saved” just wouldn’t cut it, would it?  “What happened to you?”  “Oh I was saved from drowning.”





There is more to the salvation we have in Jesus than that single word can describe.  We are not just “saved” by Jesus.  We certainly are saved, but there is more to the story.  We are redeemed, we are sanctified, and we are justified by Jesus.  Let’s learn a little more about these aspects of salvation so we can tell the story like we mean it….














