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PUT SOME CLOTHES ON





INTRO:  Ever turned something down and regretted it later?               (


Many people have turned down what God offers…maybe they don’t know, but they will regret it later.





I.  The Prodigal Son [Lk 15:11-32]


	A.  Summary of story…son’s return


	B.  What if the son refused his father’s robe?


		1.  No thanks…I prefer my dirty pig clothes


		2.  Ooh…that robe really doesn’t match my outfit


	C.  Some today do the same thing…refuse Father’s robe


		1.  Some never return from the pig pin


		2.  Some turn to the Father, but don’t accept His gift





II.  The Robe [Gal 3:26-27]


	A.  God, our Father, offers us a robe: Jesus Christ…2,000 yrs


	B.  What if we refuse this gift?  What if the prodigal refused?   (


		1.  Many have refused, but the Father still offers it


		2.  The prodigal, and we, cannot be sons if we refuse


	C.  A robe from a father was a sign of sonship, part of family


		(e.g. – Joseph’s multi-colored robe)





III.  The Covering [1John 2:2]


	A.  Jesus is the propitiation for our sins


	B.  Jesus is the substitution for our punishment


	C.  Jesus is the Lawyer who defends us when we are accused


	D.  Jesus is the cleansing we need to wash away our sins


	E.  How can we refuse a Savior that does so much?





CONC:  Once we have received such a fine robe from the Father, we must do everything in our power to keep it on.  Let the world know that Christ covers you, this robe from the Father, and, in doing so, you will let everyone know whose son you are…who gave you that robe to wear.


God still offers His robe to those who will accept it…Gal 3:26-27 tells us that we put on that robe, Christ, through faith and baptism…really these could be combined, since faith really means trusting God enough to obey, and God wants us to obey by being baptized…





Happens to me when in someone else’s home…they offer something to drink, and you aren’t really all that thirsty, and, besides, you don’t want to inconvenience them by making them get you a drink…then 10 minutes later you really want something to drink…but you can’t ask because you already turned it down, and you would feel even worse than if you had said yes to their offer of a drink to begin with.
































This isn’t some horrible, hand-made sweater from grandma… The Christmas Story, bunny outfit…our Father knows how to give good gifts.








