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THE TIME IS NOW





Colossians 1:21-23


INTRO:  We are blessed with memory………..(





I.  PAST [v. 21]


	A.  Enemies of God [Romans 3:23]


	B.  In Thought and Action [Titus 1:15-16]


		You cannot truly love God unless you truly serve God…


	Are you living in the past?  Does sin still control your life?


There is good news…it is time to change…look what God has done for you now…


II.  PRESENT  [v.22a]


	A. Reconciled [2Corinthians 5:18-19]


	B.  By Christ’s Death [2Corinthians 5:21]


		Cursed so we can be blessed [Gal 3:13-14]


		You can be reconciled through Christ [Rom 6:1-6]


			Uniting, committing in baptism.


But, that’s not all…God wants us to look to the future.


III.  FUTURE  [vv. 22b-23]


	A.  Presentable Before God [Ephesians 5:25-27]


One day this world will end...but your life doesn’t have to…God sent Jesus to cleanse you so that you can live with God forever


	B.  If You Continue [John 15:4-5]


We struggle with being near-sighted, with only thinking about today or tomorrow or a few years down the road…God is asking us to think about the future, eternity, heaven, and make our decisions based on what is to come….


That means leaving your past with all of its sin and rebellion, and pressing forward in holy service to God.  We cannot live unless we live for the future.





CONC:  Are you stuck in the past?  The time for change is now…


Jeremiah 29:11





We can remember events years ago…and most of the time we can remember what we had for breakfast……….but some people can’t.


Of course you know that long-term memory can be lost by disease and age.  Alzheimer’s patients suffer from a severe form of this kind of memory loss.


But, did you know that some people have lost their short-term memory.  There are people who can remember events from years ago, but who cannot remember what they did or said or saw just 3 minutes ago.


Did you know that some people have lost the ability to recognize faces and voices.  Every person they see or talk to on the phone is a stranger.  They know names and have relationships, but they don’t recognize the people who go with them.





These poor people are constantly stuck in the past….the only memories they have are from long ago.  Sometimes they even forget who they are.





We can be just like them in a spiritual sense……we can get stuck in the past……..but God has something better planned for us…..a future with Him.








