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THE CHURCH IS





INTRO:  Happy Valentine’s Day…our nation gets wrapped up in remembering love, couples…maybe it really was invented by greeting card companies to make more money.


But, all this love and couples and marriage stuff is just a shadow.


Like old testament sacrifices that were shadows of Christ, I wonder if Marriage is really intended by God to be a shadow of our relationship with God.  Maybe a reminder for us of what we are working towards with God.





This evening I want to give you a reminder of what the Church is…


some things that we ought to think about as naturally as we think about a good marriage, and good earthly relationships…





I.  The Bride of Christ [Rev 21:2]


	Also called New Jerusalem





II.  The Church of the Firstborn Ones [Heb 12:22-24]


	In God’s presence





III.  A Key Part of God’s Eternal Plan [Eph 3:10-11]





IV.  Those Loved by Christ [Eph 5:26]





V.  Those Cleansed by Christ [Eph 5:26-27]





VI.  The Body of Christ [Col 1:18]





VII.  The Pillar and Ground of the Truth [1Tim 3:15]





CONC:  We have an incredible responsibility as leaders and ministers in the Church.  God has entrusted His Church into our care.  And isn’t it great to be a part of the Church…to be numbered among those chosen by God to fulfill His purposes, and to live with Him in heaven eternally.


Serve as if you belong to God, because you do…and as if God has given you everything, because He has.














