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THE CHURCH THAT GROWS





INTRO:  Two friends in a foreign country…			       (


We have a tendency to follow the crowd.  Jesus was pretty accurate in calling me a sheep…sometimes I’m just happier going with the flow than trying to step out and do His will…how about you?  Today we’ll talk about the crowd, the direction the flow usually goes, and compare it with the direction God wants us to go as a church…





I.  Tickled Ears and Entertainment [2Tim 4:3-4]


A.  The flow tells us that if we don’t like what is being taught, or who is teaching it, then we can move on to something else       (


B.  Acts 2:42 says that the church devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching…devotion…I get the picture that they didn’t care who was teaching it, how it was being taught, as long as they were getting the message


II.  My Way Right Away (also BK motto) [Rom 14:2-3]


	A.  Besides apathy, probably most pressing problem facing church


								       (


	B.  Acts 2:44-46 says that God wants fellowship


		1.  Sharing in physical needs


		2.  Fellowship to provide spiritual needs/encouragement


III.  Religion is a Spectator Sport [Rev 3:1b-2]


	A.  The flow tells us to let someone else do the work


		1.  We have a minister…it’s his job


		2.  We have elders…it’s their job


	B.  Acts 2:42-47 tells us that God wants participants            (


		1.  Devoted to breaking bread (LS) - assembling


		2.  Devoted to prayer


		3.  Sharing/encouraging one another


		4.  Praising God


		5.  Having favor with all the people


		6.  Adding souls to the kingdom…had to be taught     (


CONC:  Here is the point…what made the first church so successful in fulfilling God’s purposes: their focus was in the right place.  They didn’t lose sight of what was important: apostles’ teaching (word of God), fellowship, remembrance of Christ in the LS, and prayer…and they grew, they fulfilled God’s purpose for the church.





Among people who didn’t speak English,…which probably made what they did easier…in a crowded square they began acting like there was something strange in the sky…they just stared and pointed and talked to each other…several people began to notice the staring and pointing, and they looked in the direction these two friends were pointing and staring…of course, they didn’t see anything, but other people saw several bystanders all looking intently in the same direction…some would walk away realizing there was nothing to see, or just disappointed that they couldn’t see it, but the crowd of people staring kept growing, all because they were doing what everyone else was…








Isn’t this why some of these televangelists and megachurches are so popular?  They are entertaining, and they just make you feel good.


There is joy to be found in Christianity, but don’t forget that Jesus said “take up your cross daily,” “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword,” “if you deny Me, I will deny you,” “you must hate father and mother, and give up everything you own if that’s what it takes to get you to be my disciple.”











I have a friend who preaches in Idaho who is struggling with a congregation getting bogged down by this problem: people who want things to go their way, and want everyone else to go with them.  You can probably think of church that have or have had this problem…maybe you have or have had this problem.  I know I want things done my way, and that I can easily fall into the temptation to push my way, even at the expense of others.














Can you be a Christian and not be active in some way?  Can you be a Christian and not serve?  Can you be a Christian and not attend church?  Sure you can…but you won’t be the kind of servant God wants you to be…you won’t be fulfilling God’s purpose for you.  Eph 2:10, created in Christ to do good works…what happens if we aren’t?  I’ll leave that up to God to decide…He chooses how far His grace extends.








These are what the first church was involved in…here are some opportunities for you:  Sharing Center; VBS; Camp; Visitation program; evangelistic tracts; example in lifestyle; ask your friends, co-workers, and relatives who need the gospel for a Bible study, invite them to church; teach a class; make a commitment to pray everyday for lost souls by name; pray every day for members of our congregation; come to church with a smile, and some encouragement for your brothers and sisters.











