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A SHEPHERD’S PLEDGE





INTRO:  Jesus said in John 13:15-16….			   	      (


John 10:11-15


A Good Shepherd…





I.  Lays Down His Life [v11]


	The sheep must mean more to you than your own life.


		Shepherding is not a position, but a service/ministry


	That is the definition of love, and must hold true in an elder’s life


	Of course Jesus, the Great Shepherd, gave His life on the cross


II.  Is Not A Hired Hand [vv12-13]


A hired hand is in it for money…or in the case of an elder, maybe reputation or power…you must be shepherds, in it for the sheep


A hired hand runs when sheep herding gets tough


	Danger, stray sheep, ridicule and criticism


	One thing gets to me: elders who quit when it gets hard


A shepherd must care for the sheep…enough to protect them, enough to suffer for them, enough to stick it out for them.


III.  Must Know The Sheep [v14]


	Must be able to recognize an injured or sick sheep, their needs


	Must be able to notice when sheep go missing


And the sheep must know you…you must earn their trust and respect, take time to get to know them


All of the sheep…not just the ones who are easy to care for, the ones you happen to like…all the sheep are your responsibility


IV.  Must Know The Father [v15]


As a leader, example, pray-er, and teacher, an elder must have a good relationship with God.


Must be knowledgeable in God’s word, focused on God’s will, and obedient to God’s purposes.





CONC:  Jesus repeats once more that He lays down His life for the sheep…and that is what makes Him THE Good Shepherd…..but that is also what will make you good shepherds….if you care enough about the sheep to put them before yourselves.





“For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.”  He said this right after He washed His disciples’ feet.  What Jesus is telling us is that the life of a Christian is a life of service for others…and the same is true for elders.  Elder must lead like Christ: through service.











