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THE LEADERS WE NEED


The Qualities of Shepherds





INTRO:  When you go look for a doctor…			(





I.  Above reproach [1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:6,7]  summary quality…Paul says it


twice in his instructions to Titus…means “without accusation”… nothing against him…blameless…


II.  Husband of one wife [1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:6]  


Devoted, a good example in marriage


III.  Sober-minded [1Tim 3:2]


	Level-headed, down-to-earth, common sense “horse sense”


IV.  Self-controlled, disciplined [1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8]


V.  Respectable [1Tim 3:2]


	A man of maturity and wisdom, well-thought of by the church


VI.  Hospitable [1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8]


More than “entertaining guests,” this was a virtue of the ancient world…to take in foreigners, travelers, those in need.


VII.  Able to teach [1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:9]


	Knowledge and skill to teach publicly and privately


VIII.  Not a drunkard [1Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7]  better: not given to wine


IX.  Gentle, not violent or quick-tempered [1Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7]


Elders will encounter conflict…must be able to confront and handle conflict well


X.  Not quarrelsome [1Tim 3:3]  closely connected with previous


XI.  Not a lover of money [1Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7]


Stronger than that…free of the love of money…without love for money…as Jesus said, cannot serve two masters [Matt 6:24]


XII.  A good father [1Tim 3:4-5; Titus 1:6-7a]


	Discipline, care, teaching…for must be above reproach [Tit 1:7a]


XIII.  Not a recent convert [1Tim 3:6]   not “newly planted”


XIV.  Not arrogant or conceited [1Tim 3:6; Titus 1:7]


XV.  Good reputation [1Tim 3:7]   with outsiders, salt and light


XVI.  A lover of good [Titus 1:8]


XVII.  Upright and holy [Titus 1:8]   Better – just and devout


	Just b/c he must make judgments and decisions


Devout b/c must be devoted to Christ to lead others to do same


 





When you go looking for a doctor you don’t want to trust your health and sometimes life with just anyone…you want someone qualified, someone with education and experience, someone respected with a good record of treatment…





Being a shepherd of God’s flock is difficult, demanding work.  Shepherds are responsible for something much more valuable than health and lives…they are responsible for souls [Hebrews 13:17].  God does not want just anyone taking care of His church.  It takes a certain kind of man with certain skills and qualities.  





Paul thought that the skills and qualities of elders were so important that he gave us two descriptions, one in 1Timothy 3 and the other in Titus 1.





Let me just say from the beginning…we may be tempted to explain away some of these qualities, to accept men who do not meet this standard.  We may be tempted to say, as many do, that no man could live up to these qualities.  But, in both 1Timothy 3 and Titus 1, Paul tells us what an elder “must be.”  By using these two little words Paul makes sure that we understand how important these qualities are.  We can’t afford to explain them away or compromise because the leaders we are choosing are responsible for God’s church…they are keeping watch over men’s souls.  I don’t know about you, but I want well-equipped, fully-qualified elders watching over my soul.








