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THE LEADERS WE NEED


Honored





INTRO:  Mike Shanahan was fired as the Broncos head coach recently because the team started off the season leading in their division, but they lost their last 3 games in a row, and lost their position, as well as their place in the playoffs…in my humble opinion they made a mistake in firing him.  It seemed to me the players were at fault, not the coach.  But, leaders are usually blamed, even if they are not at fault.  The same thing can happen in the church.  Our leaders cannot lead unless we follow.  The best leader in the world can’t do anything if he has no one to lead.  So, we need to do all that we can to help, encourage, and follow our leaders.





I.  Recognize  [1Thessalonians 5:12]


	A.  Appreciate, respect


B.  Literally, “to see or perceive” or “to know”


	


II.  Esteem them very highly in love [1Thessalonians 5:13]


	A.  Esteem = recognize as leaders, lift up/exalt


	B.  Very highly = exceedingly, beyond measure


	


III.  Obey  [Hebrews 13:17a]


	A.  Rely on… [2Cor 1:9 “trust” NASB]


	B.  Have confidence in… [2Thess 3:4]


C.  Be persuaded by… [Acts 17:4; 18:4; 19:8]		  (





IV.  Surrender  [Hebrews 13:17a]


A.  Only time used in the Bible (we are told to submit to one


another, but not with this word)


	B.  Lit. “to retire or withdraw”…Surrender





V.  Joy  [Hebrews 13:17b]


	A.  Be a joy to lead


B.  Not a burden     	grief, lit. = groaning


	





CONC:  















































Can I be honest, and maybe a little blunt?  We certainly do not show our confidence, we do not show that we are persuaded by our elders when we “have the elders for lunch.”  We do not rely  on them when we question everything they do, and we do not obey them when we choose not to participate when we don’t agree with their decisions.





In our politically charged society we are in the habit of criticizing our leaders…but there is no place for that in the church.  There may be nothing wrong with having a difference of opinion, but Paul says we should trust our leaders, that we ought to be persuaded by them.  They were chosen for their maturity, knowledge, and wisdom…we ought to rely on them.





They are our leaders, so let’s let them lead.


This encouragement continues with the next word…submit…








