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THE MESSIAH FOR ME





INTRO:  Man on a sinking boat praying for rescue…		     (





I.  Possessed Pigs [Matt 8:28-34]


	Why did the townspeople reject Jesus?


	Fear of His power	Annoyance


	


II.  A Set Face [Luke 9:51-56]


	Why did the Samaritans reject Jesus?


	Prejudice		Tradition





III.  Blind Guides [John 12:42-43]


	Why did the Jewish leaders reject Jesus?


	Love of status		Fear of rejection





IV.  A Naïve Young Ruler [Mark 10:17-31]


	Why did the rich young ruler reject Jesus?


	Self-righteousness	Love of stuff





CONC:  All these people rejected Jesus because He was not the messiah they expected.  But, their problems that hindered them from submitting to Him are not problems of the past.  They are the very problems that keep us from being completely loyal to Jesus.  Sometimes Jesus is not the messiah we want or expect, either, so we re-interpret His teachings to suit us, or we justify our habits and worldly desires that He so obviously calls us out of.  These problems… fear of Jesus’ power, annoyance, prejudice, traditions, love of status, fear of rejection, self-righteousness, and love of money…these problems are revealed throughout the Sermon on the Mount…and they show themselves to us when we realize that we are not living the way Jesus taught us to live in the Sermon.  One thing we must remember as we study the teachings of Jesus, and especially the Sermon on the Mount, is what Jesus says at the end of the Sermon…not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord…..we cannot change Jesus to fit us; we must change to be like Jesus.





Along comes a fishing boat, a yacht, and a Coast Guard helicopter, but the man refuses them all…as his boat submerges below him the Coast Guard rescue divers have no choice but to force him into the basket and haul him into the helicopter.  The officer on board asked the man why he refused to be rescued…his reply was that he prayed and he was waiting for God to show up and save him.














