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PATRIOTISM


Intro – The Sermon on the Mount and the Kingdom





INTRO:  Did you know…					    (





I.  The Virtue of Patriotism


	A.  Patriotism has always been considered a virtue


		1.  Stories of brave warriors fighting for their land


		2.  Treason punishable by death


		3.  JFK said….”Ask not what your country…”


B.  Sometimes we claim to be Patriotic…but true patriotism is the willingness to fight and die for your country.  Think of the “Patriots” of the Revolutionary War…


C.  Another word for Patriotism is Loyalty…faithfulness to a cause, zealous to defend it, a life, or death, defined by it


Loyalty


	


II.  Kingdom Patriotism: Loyalty


	A.  Not everyone who says to Me “Lord, Lord” [Matt 7:22]


	B.  Seek first the kingdom [Matt 6:33]


C.  Patriotism is a virtue…but only if …			    (





III.  The Unseen War


	A.  As Patriots we must fight for our kingdom


And the Sermon on the Mount is so incredible and so important because it not only tells us to be Patriots, but how to be Patriots, how to fight for our kingdom against the enemy


	B.  A different kind of kingdom


Jesus told Pilate in John 18, “My kingdom is not of this world…..if it were my people would be fighting for me”


Jesus is saying that the way He conquers the world is not through war, but by changing men’s hearts and saving their souls…and that is the fight He calls us to…


	C.  Conquering through obedience…			   (





CONC:  the Sermon on the Mount teaches us that Loyalty to the kingdom of God is vital, and it teaches us how to be loyal…





--Jesus talked about the kingdom of God more than He talked about salvation… “church”…“faith,” “hope,” and “love”?


--Did you know….that when Matthew summarizes everything that Jesus taught he calls it “the gospel of the kingdom,” or he sums it up with this phrase, “Repent, for the kingdom is at hand,” and he tells us that Jesus went everywhere preaching this?


--Did you know….that parables make about one third of Jesus’ teaching, and that the kingdom is the subject of nearly all of Jesus’ parables?


--And let me show you something else interesting…Matt 24:14…are you thinking about the Great Commission?  Make disciples of all nations?  Jesus says that message we are supposed to proclaim is the gospel of the kingdom.


What does this have to do with the Sermon on the Mount?


Matt 5:3,10,19-20; 6:10,33; 7:21


--In three chapters the word kingdom is used 8 times….in a sermon that is supposed to cover all aspects of righteous living, with many different topics…To truly understand the Sermon on the Mount we must look at it from a kingdom perspective….





the country or cause is virtuous….think about this for a minute: even the German people under Nazi Germany were patriotic…their soldiers even wore belts that said “God with us”


Jesus calls us to be Patriots of the kingdom of heaven…the most important and powerful kingdom there is or every will be….and the only truly virtuous kingdom.


If Patriotism is a virtue, and we are going to be Patriots, let us be Patriots of the kingdom of God.





5:3, the kingdom belongs to those who conquer by being poor in spirit; 5:5, the earth is inherited by those who conquer by being meek; 5:10, the kingdom belongs to those who conquer by being persecuted; 5:13f, the salt and light of the world are not the powerful, the dominating political forces, the wealthy…but the obedient and submissive….


And on and on the Sermon goes telling us that we conquer by being loyal, obedient patriots of God’s kingdom








