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 THE KINGDOM WAY


Matt 5:3


INTRO:  I went to school in an in-between world…		  (





I.  THE AMERICAN WAY


	A.  Will Berberg – “The American Way of life is individualistic, dynamic, pragmatic. It affirms the supreme value and dignity of the individual; it stresses incessant activity on his part, for he is never to rest but is always to be striving to "get ahead"; it defines an ethic of self-reliance, merit, and character, and judges by achievement…”


	B.  TV and movies on this theme feature down-on-their-luck individuals who pulled themselves up with hard work and determination…The Pursuit of Happyness…where happiness was equated with winning a high-paying job.


	C.  Self-confidence, self-made men, self-taught geniuses, independently wealthy, building corporate empires from scratch….the emphasis in America is always on the ability and power of self.  I can do it.


	Not just an American problem…..a people problem….	


II.  THE KINGDOM WAY


	A.  Blessed are the poor in spirit….blessed are those who realize their insignificance, their moral decay, their inability to do anything eternally impacting……blessed are those who recognize the utter helplessness of self.


	B.  Wretched man that I am [Rom 7:24]


C.  But a vapor [James 4:13-16]





III.  THE BLESSED WAY


A.  Many would call this attitude depressing…..low self-esteem…confidence issues


B.  Jesus calls it a blessing….not the poverty, but what God does for those who realize and admit their poverty….who live their poverty…….once you realize that you can do nothing you have no one to turn to but God


C.  The first Beatitude is the first step in Kingdom living…..the realization that I am horrible, but God is wonderful…I am weak, but God is strong…I am lost, but God is looking for me





CONC:  





It was the transition between declaring winners and losers, and calling everyone a winner just for trying….a transition from being able to give Valentines to whoever you wanted, and having to give them to everyone in the class for fear of leaving someone out and hurting their feelings…..from competitions to see which student could sell the most fund-raiser stuff to seeing which class could sell the most….from band competitions where bands were awarded 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place to competitions where each band was graded with a 1,2,3, or 4, and nearly every band would get a 1 or 2….I was an assistant with a soccer coach for 8 and 9 year olds who didn’t want anyone left out, so he wanted everyone to have a chance to play every position, instead of finding out the kids strengths and putting them in a position that fit them….you know what the result was?  Nobody felt left out…but that team didn’t win a single game…..and those kids were frustrated by it….they ended up feeling like losers.  Now, I know winning isn’t everything, but when you are happy that the last game of the season is a tie and not a loss, and the kids don’t look forward to their games because they are certain they will lose then the original idea did not accomplish its purpose….





What happened was sociologists and psychiatrists and such came up with this idea of self-confidence, believing in ourselves, reaching for our dreams.  And there is nothing wrong with a little confidence, motivation, and ambition……..but it is the “self” in self-confidence that I want to challenge this evening.








