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THOSE WHO MOURN





INTRO:  Jesus’ teaching style………Happy are those who mourn





I.  THE VIRTUE


	A.  What Jesus is not advocating


		1.  Perpetual weeping


		2.  Funerals


		3.  Guilt-induced depression


		4.  Self-punishment


	B.  Sorrow over sin  [2Corinthians 7:9-10]


	C.  The hard way out  [Acts 14:22; John 16:33]		    (


	


II.  THE BLESSING


	A.  The God of all comfort [2Corinthians 1:3]


	B.  Wipe away every tear [Revelation 7:17]		   (


		But we must have tears to wipe away


	C.  Rest for our souls [Matthew 11:28-30]


Jesus’ burden is light…….why?  Because of the rest that waits those who serve Him





CONC:  




















Isn’t it funny how people will work as hard as they can to keep from working?  Isn’t it funny how devices like dishwashers and washing machines that are meant to make chores easier are so complicated that they take an expert to fix?  Not quite as easy as a washboard, after all.  Isn’t it funny how we go through so much trouble to find the easy way out?


Jesus is contrasting a kingdom way of life with the popular view.  The world says to avoid pain, trouble, and difficult situations.  But, Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn.”





Who did you run to when you scraped a knee as a child?  Mom or dad….


The image of a father who scoops up his crying child, wipes away the tears, comforts, calms, heals…


Our Father knows life is difficult.  He knows being a Christian is hard.  He knows living right is painful.  But He also knows how to comfort us.


Those who mourn are blessed with a Father who cares.


But, we must have tears for our Father to wipe away.  We must have sorrow for Him to comfort…hardship for Him to relieve…pain to heal….


We must be people who mourn.








