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THE MERCIFUL





INTRO:  Dirk Willems, Anabaptist				    (





I.  Merciful Like God [Exodus 34:6-7]


	A.  Gracious


	B.  Slow to anger


	C.  Steadfast in love and faithfulness


	D.  Forgiving





II.  Merciful to our Brothers [Matthew 18:21-22]


	A.  Unlimited forgiveness


	B.  Because God forgave us [Colossians 3:13]





III.  Merciful to our Enemies [Luke 6:32-36]


	A.  Difficult forgiveness


	B.  Because God forgave us [Romans 5:6-8]





CONC:  





Anabaptists persecuted by Catholic Church for their rejection of infant baptism, and adherence to adult immersion.  They took Jesus seriously in His instructions about loving our enemies, so they would not fight back when arrested or tortured.  However, they would escape if the chance arose.





Dirk Willems was arrested for rebaptizing several people in his home.  He was confined in a room in a palace that had been made into a prison.  But, he made a rope by tying rags together, let himself down through a window, and started running across the iced-over moat below.  A guard saw him, and began pursuing.  Willems made it across the thin ice, but the heavier, armored guard fell through.





When Willems heard his pursuer fall through the ice his compassion motivated him to turn and rescue his enemy.  The story is a little unclear at this point, but some accounts say the guard wanted to let him go, but was forced to re-arrest Willems by his superior officer.  Other accounts say that the guard was angry for having to pursue Willems, and rearrested him out of spite….





Whatever the true account, one thing we know for sure….Willems was arrested, put in a more secure cell, and later burned at the stake……..all because he was merciful.








