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THE PURE





INTRO:  If you were going to meet the President for dinner tomorrow night, what would you wear?					(





I.  Preparing to Meet the King [Genesis 41:14]


	A.  Out of the pit


	B.  Getting spruced up


	C.  Meeting with the king


	


II.  Test #1


	A.  What do you think about God’s laws?


	B.  We must be pure in heart [Psalm 24:3-6]





III.  Test #2


	A.  What do you think about seeing God?			(


	B.  We must be ready [Romans 14:10-12]





CONC:  Are you ready to meet the King?  Or do you need some sprucing up?  A little more compassion….a little less anger….a lot more faith….a ton less materialism….





Whether you are ready or not, one day you will stand before God….why not look forward to that day rather than dread it.





Some of you are thinking “why would I want to have dinner with the President?”  Well, if that’s you, then substitute the former President of your choice.


Some of you, also known as women, are thinking, “I don’t know what I would wear….I haven’t bought it yet.”


Some of you, also known as men, are thinking, “I don’t know what I would wear…probably whatever I had on after I got through mowing my 5-foot-tall grass.”


Well, men, I’m going to have to ask you to think a little more like women this morning….


Because my point is that our culture tells us that we ought to dress up and look nice when we meet with important people and for important occasions.


And our culture is no different than cultures for thousands of years before us….


C.S. Lewis made the point in his book “The Problem of Pain” that we are sometimes afraid of hoping for heaven because we are afraid it is a bribe.  We are afraid that we will not be truly good, but only good because we want to go to heaven….


But then he says this: “Heaven offers nothing that a mercenary soul can desire.  It is safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure in heart want to.”


I can see his point, and I agree with him.  Only the pure in heart want to see God.  The impure, the immoral, the ones involved in secret sin, they all know that God knows who they really are and what they have done.  They all know that God knows their thoughts.  And the last thing they want to do is stand before God and look Him in the eye.  Only the pure in heart want to see God.


And that is a pretty good test of your heart.  Do you want to see God or not?  Does the thought of standing before God make you nervous or indescribably joyful?











