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Thy Kingdom Come 1
Introduction
By the time John the Baptist started preaching, the Israelites had been waiting for the coming of the kingdom of God for at least 750 years, from the time that Isaiah began prophesying that it would come.  [Isa 9:2-7]  They remembered God’s original promises of peace and prosperity before they entered the Promised Land…but all that was revoked because of their unfaithfulness.  But through Isaiah, God renewed His promises of peace and prosperity, and declared that all this would come in His new Kingdom ruled by a new King.  Israel was looking for a kingdom and the King who would rule over it.

   So, when John the Baptist showed up telling people to “repent, for the kingdom is at hand,” the people paid attention.  Finally they had hope that the prophecies might come true…and maybe very soon.  Surely some of the faithful realized that John was the one that Isaiah spoke about in 40:3-4.  Isaiah pictures this messenger ordering the faithful to prepare the highway that would bring the King to His palace, to make it straight and level for His coming.  And this is what John did…He prepared the way for the King who was to come after Him.
   And the King came.  Jesus fit all of the prophecies about the King.  He was born in Bethlehem, the city of David, just as Micah 5:2 predicted.  He was born of a virgin, just as Isaiah 7:14 predicted.  He was a descendant of king David, just as 2Samuel 7, Psalm 132, Jeremiah 23, and many other Scriptures predicted.  He even proclaimed the same thing that John the Baptist was teaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

  But, there was something odd about the way He explained the kingdom.  He said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.” [John 18:36]  He told the Pharisees who asked about the coming of His kingdom that they would not be able to tell when it came like other kingdoms, by battles won, cities built, or men sitting on physical thrones in physical palaces.  He told them that the kingdom was in their midst…and many of them didn’t even recognize it. [Luke 17:21]  He said things like, “The kingdom belongs to the poor in spirit,” “The kingdom belongs to those who are persecuted,” and, “You must be as humble as a child to enter the kingdom.”  [Matthew 5:3,10; 18:3-4]  He said that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom. [Matthew 19:23-24]  The Israelites had hoped for a military leader who would conquer the nations and build a magnificent physical kingdom of lands and cities and wealth; but, Jesus denied all of that, and promised something very different…a kingdom unlike any other they had ever experienced.
  No wonder so many Jews rejected Him.  He did not meet their expectations.  He fulfilled every prophecy, but He wasn’t what they really wanted.  No wonder so many reject Him today…people want what they want, and Jesus and His kingdom don’t fit that mold.
   So, people have tried to explain the kingdom of God in many different ways.  Some say that it is a kingdom yet to come, in which Christ will reign as a physical King over all the earth.  Some say that it will be a restoration of the people of Israel as the nation of God, according to the original Old Testament promises of God.  Some say that the church is the kingdom.  But, I believe the kingdom of God is something different from all of these ideas.

   It’s understandable that there should be so much confusion about the kingdom.  Not only do we have people who want to make the kingdom of God fit their own ideas of what a kingdom should be, we also have another problem: it is simply a difficult subject.  Jesus preached for three years about the kingdom, and His closest followers still didn’t understand.  We know this because Jesus then spent another 40 days after His resurrection explaining the kingdom to His apostles.  But, even after all of this explanation, they still ask a question that shows their difficulty in understanding: “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” [Acts 1:3,6]  Didn’t Jesus already say that the kingdom is not of or from this world?
   So, we are going to attempt to look at a subject that even Jesus couldn’t explain fully in 40 days.  I’m sure that we won’t be able to completely understand the kingdom, but we’ll do our best to understand what the kingdom means for us.  Let’s start by looking at a series of Scriptures that give us an idea :
Matt 6:10  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


If you are looking for a concrete definition for the kingdom of God, this is probably as close as you’ll come.  According to this prayer that Jesus taught His disciples, the kingdom is equivalent to the will of God coming to earth as it already is in heaven.  Heaven on earth, in other words…and not the peace and happiness and angels floating on clouds with golden harps kind of heaven that popular culture dreams up, but all of the principles and laws and ways of heaven coming to earth.  This is summed up by Jesus in…

Matt 7:21  Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father who is in heaven.


Not everyone who wants to be a part of the kingdom will be.  It is not enough just to appeal to the King.  To truly be in the kingdom you have to be following kingdom ways; you have to be a participant; you must be a part of bringing the ways of heaven to the earth, of fulfilling the will of God.
Matt 9:35  And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 

Here we are told that Jesus proclaimed the “gospel of the kingdom”…gospel means “good news,” so, literally, Jesus was telling everyone about good news: the kingdom is at hand, and you can be a part of this historic event, you can be a citizen in God’s kingdom.  This is more than a promise of eternal life in heaven.  The good news is that you can be a part of heaven on earth, you can be a citizen right now.  We know this is true because of verses like…

Matt 12:28  But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
Mark 9:1 "Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power." 

Jesus said the kingdom was “at hand,” or very near to coming…and He didn’t lie.  He said that even some of the people He personally spoke to would live to see it come.  Although there is a sense in which the kingdom will not be complete until the end of time, Jesus also makes it clear that we can be part of the kingdom now, before we get to heaven.

Matt 13:10-11  Then the disciples came and said to him, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" 11 And he answered them, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 

Jesus intentionally made it difficult to understand all of the secrets of the kingdom because not just anyone can enter, but only those who sincerely desire to serve God.  So, He told parables to explain the kingdom, like…
Matt 13:33  He told them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened." 


What all does this mean?  It at least means the kingdom will grow and spread.  It also seems to mean that it may not always be easy to recognize the kingdom, like grains of yeast mixed in flour, but you can definitely see its effects.  But, most importantly, it means that the kingdom is mixed into the world so that it can impact and change the world.
   God wants you to be a part of that impact.

Revelation 1:6 (ESV) 
6 [Jesus] made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
Revelation 5:9-10 (ESV) 
9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." 
God wants you to be a part of His kingdom.  And, He wants you to reign, as a part of His kingdom, here on the earth.  He wants you to be His emissary, His representative, His faithful servant.  Sure, there are eternal rewards in heaven for faithful servants, but the good news of the kingdom is that it is here now, and you can be a part of it.
