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THY KINGDOM COME 2  THE BATTLE FOR EARTH





Psalm 93  The Sovereignty of God…ruler of everything…the extent of God’s kingdom: heaven and earth.


Matthew 28:18 (ESV) �18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. �	The kingdom is under Christ’s rule, and has been since His resurrection.�Ephesians 1:20-21 (ESV) �20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. �           �         But, there has been a Rebellion on the Earth since Genesis 3.�1 John 5:19 (ESV) �19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power �of the evil one. ��1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (ESV) �25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies �under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. �  God’s mercy allows the rebellion to go on to give people as many �opportunities for repentance as possible.  [Rom 9:22-24; Mt 13:24f]�Eventually, Christ will step in to finish the job of defeating Satan and �his followers.  This is His job…to bring the rebellion under control so �that the whole kingdom will be united again…and then Christ will hand �this peaceful, united kingdom back over to the Father.[1Cor 15:24]


Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) �18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has �been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing �them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching �them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, �to the end of the age." �	Jesus says…I have the job of crushing God’s enemies, and I could do it right now [Mt 26:53]…but we are not going to fight death with death…we are going to do it a better way.  �Luke 13:18-21 (ESV) �18 He said therefore, "What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches." 20 And again he said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened."�Romans 10:13-15 (ESV) �13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"��This is what Scripture calls “Spiritual Warfare”  Eph 6:12-18�So, we as the church are Christ’s army, fighting the battle for Earth.  Like outposts of God’s kingdom in enemy territory, the church fights for one kingdom against another.  So, “The Kingdom is at hand”…military offensive�Matthew 16:18 (ESV) �18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell (Hades – realm of death) shall not prevail against it.
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