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THY KINGDOM COME�10 – Good News





INTRO:  Flying illustration			I


Luke 8:1 call Jesus’ teachings the good news of the kingdom.  So what’s so good about what Jesus taught?





I.  A Better Way of Life 


	A.  Not an easier way of life [Matt 10:34-39; 2Tim 3:12]


	B.  Blessings of Christ’s way


		1.  Comfort [2Corinthians 1:3-7]


		2.  Peace [Romans 5:1]


		3.  Provision [Matt 6:33]	


		4.  Joy [Romans 15:13]


	


II.  Forgiveness of Sins


	A.  Faith in Christ [Galatians 2:16]


	B.  Cleansing in Christ [1John 1:7]





III.  Reward in Heaven


	A.  Despite the difficulties in this life [Matt 5:11-12]


	B.  Beyond our imaginations [Ephesians 2:4-7]





CONC:  The kingdom is good news.  Jesus brought with it a new way of life, relief from our sins and our guilt, and incredible blessings in heaven.  But the way of the kingdom is different and difficult.  It is different than the way the rest of the world lives.  Christ asks you to respond differently to situations, to view people differently, to put yourself last and others first.  And it is also difficult because the whole world is one big temptation to not live like Christ.  The whole world tells us to conform, to be like everyone else.





The good news of the kingdom is that Christ brought freedom: freedom from an ordinary life, freedom from sin, and freedom from the death and decay of this world.  You can have that freedom today, in Christ, in His kingdom.





A Christian was flying to Philadelphia.  The man in the seat next to him found out in the course of their conversation that he was a Christian.  The neighbor in the next seat then began to compare heaven to Philadelphia.  He said, “I believe that going to heaven is like going to Philadelphia.”  He said that you could get to Philly many ways: on a bus, a train, in a car, by plane.


Soon they began their descent into Philadelphia, but there was heavy fog.  As the plane circled around for the final descent the Christian turned to his neighbor and said, “I’m sure glad the pilot doesn’t agree with your theology.”


He went on to explain that right at that moment the people in the control tower were giving precise instructions to the pilot on how to land.  They were telling him if he was off course and how to correct it.  The pilot understood that there were not many ways to land the plane, but only one.  He also understood that at that moment he must let the air-traffic controllers tell him how to land.





Jesus, in much the same way, brought us good news.  Like a pilot flying in thick fog who suddenly hears the voice from the control tower over his radio, we ought to be extremely relieved to hear Jesus telling us how to live.  His instructions and teachings are good news because we are hopelessly lost without Him.








