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THY KINGDOM COME


5 – Now Entering the Kingdom of Heaven





INTRO:  Do remember when you still believed… 











I.  PEOPLE				   Divided people…Civil War


	A.  Abraham’s Offspring [refer to Gen 12:2]


	B.  All Nations [Galatians 3:6-9; 1Peter 2:9]


	C.  The Church and More [Matthew 8:10-12]


	


II.  LAND					         Palestinian State


	A.  The Promised Land [refer to Gen 15:18]


	B.  Living as Foreigners [1Peter 2:11]


	C.  The Church and More [Ephesians 2:19]





III.  LAW	Law keeps nations unified…some laws divide, but a nation with no law would be chaos


	A.  Tablets of Stone [refer to Exodus 20f]


	B.  Released from the Law [Romans 7:6]


	C.  The New Law


		1.  Liberty [refer to James 1:25]


		2.  Grace and Truth [refer to John 1:17]


		3.  Christ [refer to Galatians 6:2; 1Corinthians 9:21]











CONC:   You can join the people of God and become a citizen in the kingdom…joining the ranks with Old Testament saints and prophets, with the apostles, and with all true believers since Christ.  You can enter the kingdom territory…the promised land waits for us, but God has territory on earth in the church.  But, to join God’s people and enter God’s land you must follow God’s law.  Jesus said, “If you love me you will keep my commandments.” [Jn 14:15]  You can join the kingdom today…just make Christ your King, love Him and obey Him.





that if you flew in a plane you could see the borders of states marked out like you do on a globe?  It is disappointing to learn that that’s not the way it works…but it didn’t mean that the boundaries weren’t still well-defined.  You could drive down the road and see the signs that said, “Now entering Arkansas, home of President Bill Clinton,” and be proud…at least until you saw his presidential library that looks like a very large glass and steel mobile home…not that there’s anything wrong with mobile homes…they just don’t make very impressive presidential library designs.





There may not be border lines marked out for the kingdom of heaven…but that doesn’t mean that the kingdom is not well-defined.





It started with the people of Israel…God chose them to be His people, promised to give them a land to live in, and gave them a law at Mt. Sinai.  They were identifiable as God’s kingdom.  Hebrews 12, as we looked at last week, compares that old kingdom with God’s new kingdom, and makes the point that the new is much better.  But, both kingdoms are similar in the ways they are identified…











