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THY KINGDOM COME


7 - Righteousness, Not Religiousness





INTRO:   Christianity has become a fashion statement… “Christian” t-shirts, cross necklaces, fish emblems on cars.








I.  Less Religion [Luke 18:9-14]


A.  Justifying ourselves [Proverbs 26:12; Luke 16:15]              I


B.  Comparing ourselves [2Corinthians 10:12]


C.  True Religion [James 1:27]


	





II.  Greater Righteousness [Matthew 5:20]			      I


	A.  A good heart [Luke 6:45-46]


	B.  A pure heart [Matthew 23:25-28]


	C.  A devoted heart [Matthew 16:24]








CONC:   Unless we realize that God is not looking for “religion,” but that he really wants devotion, sincerity, the proper heart…like Jesus says, we will never enter the kingdom of heaven.





























“I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get…”


I go to church every Sunday, I take communion, and I sing worship songs.  I pray before every meal, and I even sometimes pray in a restaurant.  I never laugh at the crude jokes.  I only complain when things are really bad.














You must strive to be more holy than the televangelists, more holy than the religious leaders, more holy than Billy Graham, more holy than the preacher from the church of Christ…


Because righteousness does not come from how “religious” you are…it does not come from how others see you…it does not come from how much money you give, how many Bibles you own, or how faithfully you practice religious rituals…even if they are God-given, wonderfully spiritual rituals.





Righteousness comes from God.  And He gives it to those who are sincere…those who have the right heart…those who truly want to serve Him.








